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England in the Age of
Austen
JEREMY BLACK

Dedicated fans of Jane Austen's novels will delight in accompanying
historian Jeremy Black through the drawing rooms, chapels, and
battlefields of the time in which Austen lived and wrote. In this
exceedingly readable and sweeping scan of late 18th- and early 19th-
century Britain, Black provides a historical context for a deeper
appreciation of classic novels such as Pride and Prejudice, Emma, and
Sense and Sensibility. While Austen's novels bring to life complex
characters living in intimate surroundings, England in the Age of Austen
provides a fuller account of what the village, the church, and the family
home would really have been like. In addition to seeing how Austen's
own reading helped her craft complex characters like Emma, Black also
explores how recurring figures in the novels, such as George III or Fanny
Burney, provide a focus for a historical discussion of the fiction in which
they appear. Jane Austen's world was the source of her works and the
basis of her readership, and understanding that world gives fans new
insights into the multifaceted narratives she created.

Jeremy Black is Emeritus Professor of History at the University of Exeter
and a Senior Fellow both of Policy Exchange and of the Foreign Policy
Research Institute. He is the author of many books, including A Subject
for Taste: Culture in Eighteenth-Century England; George III: America's
Last King; England in the Age of Shakespeare; and Charting the Past:
The Historical Worlds of Eighteenth-Century England. Black is a
recipient of the Samuel Eliot Morison Prize from the Society for Military
History.


