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Introduction 

 

The streets of London are becoming busier as lockdown eases. The football 

season continues long into the summer to empty stadiums (darkness at noon), 

and families meet together in bubbles. Gradually some Members are making 

their way back to the Club, while others wait for their right moment.  

     All of which is a precursor to saying that we are planning this (bumper-sized) 

issue as the penultimate Pell-Mell Gazette. This time we have more articles 

than ever before (or even since records began - in April), with an examination 

on why some scientific ideas are slow to fly, when Geography became 

fashionable, what you might have missed on the Internet, alongside poetry, 

music, and fiction, and of course the Arctic. And still no crosswords. 

     There may just be one more issue to go, but let’s end with a bang. This is 

your last chance to contribute, on anything you think your fellow Club 

members might find intriguing, perplexing, and amusing (there are other 

options too). If you want to discuss an idea, or already have a finished piece to 

hand, mail us on pellmellgazette@btinternet.com.  

 

The Phantom of Waterloo Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pellmellgazette@btinternet.com


P a g e  | 4 

 

A Library Committee Publication 
 

An excursion around the “Turkish Astronomer” 

problem, by Nicholas Beale 

 

 In the first of the excellent and stimulating lockdown 

talk dinner discussions around the theme of The 

Unity of Knowledge, a member of the Club made the 

point that results in science, excluding the social 

sciences, do not depend on human opinion – which 

he contrasted to the situation in the Arts or 

Theology. Can we take a Pell-Mell excursion around 

this? 

     Let’s start in 1935 on the world’s most famous asteroid: Asteroid B-612.1  

According to the definitive account, this was discovered in 1909 by a Turkish 

astronomer.2 But when he presented his discovery, because he was dressed in 

Turkish costume nobody would believe what he said. However, when he gave 

the same demonstration in European costume in 1920, everybody accepted his 

report. Yes, this account is fictional.  But as with much of Antoine de Saint-

Exupéry’s Le Petit Prince, the phenomenon described is real.  

 
Images from Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s Le Petit Prince (first published in 1943) 

      

     Our next stop is Down House in 1856, where our most famous scientific 

Member is working on his magnum opus. He’s corresponding with Wallace in 

Borneo and many other distinguished naturalists. Darwin’s correspondence 

 
1 The year of Saint-Exupéry’s desert crash. 
2 There is speculation that Saint-Exupéry might have had Mehmet Fatin Gokmen (1877-1955) in mind, who had 
some French connections – he was apparently collaborating with the French Metrological Union in 1909.   
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over the years was wonderful, informative and wide-ranging. But alas not 

wide-ranging enough. We should zoom about 750 miles to Brno, where, at the 

same time, a young friar is conducting experiments with peas. When Mendel 

presented his results in 1865 they were largely ignored. The paper presenting 

Darwin’s results in 1858 was also largely ignored, but when the first edition his 

magnum opus was published in 1859 he became world-famous.3 He refined 

and extended the work in five further editions. But he never understood the 

basis of genetics: he had entirely incorrect speculations about them, which he 

knew were unsatisfactory. He would immediately have grasped the 

significance of Mendel’s work, and have begun an incredibly fruitful scientific 

correspondence.  

     So how come they never connected? 

Mendel owned an 1863 German translation of 

Origin, which he annotated.4 He was well 

aware of Darwin’s theories, and that his 

experiments were relevant. They were both 

scientific correspondents of the distinguished 

Swiss botanist Carl Nägeli, and Mendel had 

written specifically to him about some 

implications of his research on Darwin’s ideas. 

Mendel’s work was certainly known to 

Wilhelm Olbers Focke, the prominent German 

botanist. Darwin owned Focke’s big book on 

plant hybridisation, which refers to Mendel’s 

work several times, though alas it was 

acquired the year before Darwin died and the 

relevant pages remain uncut. Focke was not a correspondent of Darwin’s, but 

he certainly knew people who were, such as Hermann Muller.5 From the level 

of anti-clerical prejudice of most of Darwin’s German-speaking followers, 

which of course Darwin did not share, it is difficult to resist the conclusion that 

religious prejudice was a significant contribution to this tragedy.  

 
3 The President of the Linnean Society, where it had been given, remarked in 1859 that 1858 had been marked 
with no revolutionary discoveries. 
4 D. Fairbanks, “Mendel and Darwin: untangling a persistent enigma”, in Heredity  124, 263-73 (2020)  
5 The even more prominent German botanist, based in Berlin, who was just five years older. 

Gregor Mendel (Wikipedia: public domain) 
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     Let us move on to Louvain in 1923, where a 29-

year old priest and decorated war hero has just been 

ordained. Instead of going to work in a parish, he’s 

about to set off to Cambridge to work with Arthur 

Eddington – a member of the Club. Eddington was 

Professor of Astronomy, having succeeded Charles 

Darwin’s son George – also of course a Member. 

Eddington introduced this young man, Georges 

Lemaître, to General Relativity, of which Eddington 

had been an early champion in England despite 

widespread suspicion of ideas from a German Jew. 

Lemaître went on to enrol for a PhD at MIT, and in 1927 published a paper 

arguing that the universe was expanding and estimating for the first time what 

later became known as the Hubble Constant.6 

     Einstein was very sceptical, telling him that “your mathematics are correct 

but your physics is atrocious.”  In 1931 he went further, proposing in a short 

letter to Nature (whose Editor, Sir Richard Gregory, newly created Baronet, 

was also a Member) that “the present state of quantum theory suggests a 

beginning of the world”,7 and later that year proposing the idea of a 

“primaeval atom”.8 

     However, although Lemaître, like Darwin, insisted that his idea was 

religiously neutral, this set the stage for an intellectual battle that lasted for 

decades. Fred Hoyle (also a Member) was a devout atheist and an active 

proponent of the Steady State theory of the Universe: he coined the term “Big 

Bang” to ridicule the idea. Lemaître died in 1966, shortly after learning of the 

discovery of the Cosmic Background Radiation that finally vindicated his 

theory. Again it seems to me that religious prejudice held up the acceptance of 

this theory. 

 
6 Studying under Harold Shapley. Another notable student at that time was Cecilia Payne, an Englishwoman 
who had been inspired by a lecture of Eddington’s to study astronomy at Newnham. She became the first 
woman to earn a PhD in astronomy from Harvard, and she was the first person to realise that the Sun was 
largely composed of Hydrogen and Helium. However, pressure from more eminent astronomers persuaded 
her at the time to claim her result was “spurious”.  
7 “The Beginning of the World from the Point of View of Quantum Theory” (Nature 127, 706 (1931)), which 
begins by explicitly disagreeing with Eddington’s view that “philosophically, the notion of a beginning … is 
repugnant”.  He developed the idea of a Primaeval Atom during a session of the British Association London 
meeting in October 1931 on The Question of the Relation of the Physical Universe to Life and Mind, organised 
by Herbert Dingle (Member) whose participants included Eddington, Jeans (Member), de Sitter and Millikan.  
8 Which he finally developed in book form in 1946. 

George Lemaître (Wikipedia: fair use) 
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     Gender and racial prejudice have also been culpable: 

space doesn’t permit me to discuss Cecilia  Payne 

(encouraged by Eddington, and who also studied under 

Shapley at the same time as Lemaître), and 

Chandrasekhar (sadly discouraged) and there are many 

other cases that others know far better than I do. Roz 

Picard’s pioneering work on the development of 

Affective Computing was derided by people who 

thought her research proposals were more suitable for 

articles in women’s magazines. 

     The modern university funding and scientific publishing system provide 

some strong examples of how human opinions influence the development of 

‘hard’ sciences. Once an established orthodoxy takes hold, it can be very 

difficult to get funding to explore alternative ideas. Venki Ramakrishnan, now 

PRS, took a 50% salary cut and moved from the US to Cambridge because he 

believed that his ideas on elucidating the structure of the ribosome would not 

be funded in the US. The dominance of String Theory in theoretical physics 

caused Lee Smolin to write The Trouble with Physics in 2006, and it’s not 

entirely clear that this position has improved enormously since. Philanthropic 

funding of research can help increase intellectual pluralism, but comes with its 

own concerns. How willing will scholars funded by large donations from Hedge 

Fund or Private Equity billionaires be to criticise the social arrangements which 

allow such people to collect such enormous rents from the economic system, 

and pay so little tax? How willing are leading US science journals to consider 

articles that might be seen as critical of the Tech Giants? 

     So let’s resume our excursion and travel to 

Utrecht in 1996. A brilliant young biologist with a 

deft eye for images called Elizabeth Bik has just 

earned her doctorate. In 2001 she moves to 

Stanford to work on microbiomes in humans, 

dolphins and sea lions. In 2013 she gets interested 

in scientific integrity and plagiarism, and 2014 she 

spots her first clear case of scientific fraud in 

published papers. In 2016 she moves to a start-up 

called uBiome, but in 2018 she leaves to be a full-

Cecilia Payne (Wikipedia: 
public domain) 

Elizabeth Bik (Wikipedia CC BY-SA 4.0) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elisabeth_Bik#/media/File:Square_Headshot_Elisabeth_Bik.png
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time research integrity consultant.9 Bik focuses on spotting manipulated 

images in bioscience papers and has identified hundreds of examples. Her 

discoveries have led to over 170 retractions, but all too often her warnings 

have been ignored. 

     Science exists within a publication system where there are enormous 

incentives, many hundreds of $bn, towards publishing articles, but very few 

towards addressing fraud or errors. Journals have little or no incentive to 

retract papers, and every incentive to publish highly cited ones. The most 

highly cited retracted paper was cited 1895 times before it was retracted and 

has been cited a further 371 times after retraction.10 Even the most 

distinguished journals are not immune from publishing papers that have to be 

retracted. The Lancet is the fourth most highly cited journal in the world, and 

five previous Editors of The Lancet have been members of the Club.11 

Nevertheless it published three of the ten most highly cited retracted papers, 

as well as the scandalous Wakefield paper that was a major factor in getting 

the anti-Vaccine movement going. And last month papers on COVID-19 in The 

Lancet and the New England Journal of Medicine, which were based on data 

from a small Chicago company that purportedly had collected data from 

hundreds of hospitals worldwide, had to be retracted when inconsistencies 

emerged in the data and the company concerned could not demonstrate its 

validity. Had these papers not been retracted, publication in two such 

important journals would have led to an enormous increase in value of the 

company in question. 

    Given that the Royal Society invented the scientific journal, it’s possible that 

the Royal Society could take the lead in developing a code of practice to make 

it harder for fraudulent papers to be published. The Chair of the Royal Society’s 

Publications Board is a Member of the Club. 

     Let us end our Pell-Mell excursion more or less where we began, 

contemplating Asteroid B-612. I  think Saint-Exupéry probably knew of 

Schrődinger’s hypothetical cat, which, in the then-dominant interpretation of 

 
9 See e.g. “Meet this super-spotter of duplicated images in science papers” in Nature 13 May 2020. There are 
also firms like Resis which, for a fee, will check a paper before it is submitted. See “The science institutions 
hiring integrity inspectors to vet their papers” in Nature 19 Nov 2019. 
10 https://retractionwatch.com/the-retraction-watch-leaderboard/top-10-most-highly-cited-retracted-papers/ 
11 Samuel Squire Sprigge, Egbert Morland, Theodore Fox, Ian Douglas-Wilson and Ian Munro. 

https://retractionwatch.com/the-retraction-watch-leaderboard/top-10-most-highly-cited-retracted-papers/
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Quantum Mechanics, is simultaneously both dead and alive until it is  

observed.12 The theme of Le Petit Prince is to see things with the heart, but it is 

also an extended meditation on human observation. Even in the very clear life-

or-death world of aviation, where Saint-Exupéry lived and died,13 human  

 

observation plays the most vital role. He concludes his contemplation with 

“nothing in the universe can be the same if somewhere, we do not know 

where, a sheep that we never saw has – yes or no? – eaten a rose.” 

  

 
12 Published in 1935, based on discussions with Einstein. Saint-Exupéry lived in New York from 1941-3, having 
travelled there with the intention of encouraging the US to enter the war. I can’t find any evidence that he met 
Einstein, but he would certainly have met people who knew him: he was very much in society. 
13 Like my great-aunt Susie Slade, he died flying a warplane during WW2. They might have met: the pre-war 
aviation fraternity was quite close-knit. 
 

 

An illustration of Schrödinger's cat experiment (Wikipedia: CC BY-SA 3.0) 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Schrodingers_cat.svg
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Welsh Gothic with the Smerdons - You have been 

framed! 

 

      

 

One of these images shows Club Members Caroline Bowden and Richard 

Smerdon, and the other is Grant Wood’s classic 1930 painting American 

Gothic. Uncanny, as Mrs. P remarked when she looked over my shoulder in the 

editorial engine room. There being no pitchforks available in the Club these 

days, it is easy to see that the original is on the right. 

    Caroline and Richard entered this into a competition run by the Getty 

Museum. If other Members would like to attempt similar artworks, please 

send them along to pellmellgazette@btinternet.com for our mature 

consideration. 

The Phantom 
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Bookbinder and Spy:  James Edwards and his 

Bookshops in Pall Mall, by Anthony Davis 

 

 

“Oh, bear me to the paths of fair Pall Mall! 

Safe are thy pavements, grateful is thy smell” 

wrote the poet-playwright John Gay in his poem Trivia (1716).   It was probably 

not the smell which sixty-eight years later attracted the bookseller James 

Edwards to set up shop at number 102, situated a little west of the site 

currently occupied by the Reform Club, where Carlton Gardens is now.  Pall 

Mall had for half a century been a centre for booksellers – ever since the 

former footman Robert Dodsley set up shop there in 1735 and made a lot of 

money from one of the greatest publishing lists English literature has ever 

known (Alexander Pope, Samuel Johnson and Thomas Gray to name just 

three).  

     Pall Mall was a good place for a bookshop.  St James’s Palace was nearby, as 

were the houses of great book-collecting families like the Spencers and the 

Churchills, not to mention many of the best coffee and chocolate shops, clubs 

and the fashionable Almack’s Assembly rooms.  An awful lot of rich and 

occasionally well-educated people would pass the door. Those who came 

specially would not have far to go. The Pall Mall bookselling tradition lingered 

into living memory with the shop of Pickering and Chatto on the North side run 

by William Rees-Mogg in the 1980s. 

     Edwards had a good pedigree.  He came from a dynasty of booksellers and 

bookbinders from Halifax, then (perhaps unexpectedly) an important centre of 

the English book trade.  His father, William, had five sons of whom James and 

John were set up in London in 1784 to increase the family business while 

Thomas and Richard initially stayed at home (the oldest son, another William, 

became a ‘shag maker’ – a type of cloth). Richard followed James to London 

and had a bookshop at number 142 New Bond Street for a few years in the 

1790s before holding various public-service posts. 

     If the place was right, so was the time.  By the late eighteenth century, 

London was a wealthy place and a good collection of books was seen as a sign 

of respectability and education. Old texts, and particularly early printed books 
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and incunabula (books printed in the cradle of the printing era, before 1501) 

were in great demand.   

     To make an impression on the crowded London book market, Edwards 

started with a massive catalogue of ‘above Thirty-Thousand … of the scarcest 

and most valuable Articles on various Subjects’, which attracted great 

attention. But the incident which consolidated his status was the successful 

acquisition in 1786 of an exceptional medieval manuscript known as the 

‘Bedford Missal’, at an auction bidding against George III, another great 

bibliophile.  The story (told in the Gentlemen’s Magazine in September 1823) is 

a good one and has several morals for book collectors: 

In 1786, when the Bedford Missal was on sale, with the rest of the 

Duchess of Portland‘s collection, the late King sent for his bookseller, 

and expressed his intention to become the purchaser. The bookseller 

ventured to submit to his Majesty, that the article in question, as one 

highly curious, was likely to fetch a high price. “How high?” “Probably 

200 guineas!” “200 Guineas for a Missal” exclaimed the Queen, who was 

present, and lifted up her hands with astonishment. “Well, well,” said his 

Majesty, “I’ll have it still; but since the Queen thinks 200 guineas so 

enormous a  sum for a Missal, I’ll go no further.” The biddings for the 

Royal Library did actually stop at that point; and Mr Edwards carried off 

the prize by adding £3 more. The same Missal was afterwards sold at Mr 

Edwards’s sale in 1815, and purchased by the Duke of Marlborough for 

£637/15/-. 

The Bedford Missal is now in the British Library (Add MS 18850) and you can 

browse its beautiful pages virtually by clicking here. 

     Throughout the late 1780s and 1790s Edwards spent a lot of time in Europe, 

taking advantage of troubled times to buy up libraries that were being 

disposed of for various reasons and bring them back to the UK for sale to his 

wealthy and often noble clients.  He developed an extraordinary network of 

contacts both in the UK and abroad.  Some of his best British clients were also 

members of the Government – Earl Spencer, for example, who created one of 

Europe’s great collections (now in part available at the John Rylands Library) 

was First Lord of the Admiralty.  Baron Grenville was Secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs and brother of another great book collector, Thomas Grenville, 

whose bust stands in the lobby of the British Library (where his collection is 

now).   

http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/FullDisplay.aspx?ref=Add_MS_18850


P a g e  | 13 

 

A Library Committee Publication 
 

 
Lord Grenville’s book plate 

     On at least one occasion, in 1800, Lord Grenville commissioned Edwards to 

visit Paris and report on meetings with Talleyrand, the French Foreign Minister 

– his report survives.  There were other visits to France on Government 

business during the Napoleonic Wars, too, which are known from 

correspondence and suggest more than just buying books.   

     Like other booksellers of the time, Edwards did 

not just sell books he bought, but also 

commissioned books himself and published them 

for private customers.  But it is not as a bookseller, 

a publisher or even as a spy, that Edwards and his 

family are primarily remembered.  The ‘Edwards of 

Halifax’ name was to bookbinding what Robert 

Adam and James Stuart were to architecture (and 

even the bindings that Adam and Stuart each 

designed for presentation copies of one of their 

own books were, though very grand indeed, much 

less innovative as bookbindings).  It is not known 

where the workshop was which actually produced 

the books – it might have been in the shop at 
As sold at 102 Pall Mall in 1788 – 

Edwards as publisher. 
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number 102 Pall Mall, or premises Edwards acquired at the ‘other’ Palace end 

in front of Marlborough House, at numbers 77-78, or the books could have 

been sent back to Halifax for the work.  

     The Edwardses are famous for popularising two distinct styles of 

bookbindings in the then-fashionable Greek neo-classical manner, used a few 

decades later for our own club house.  The first, known as ‘Etruscan’, involved 

staining dark brown patterns (usually palmettes) on lighter brown calf leather 

to imitate Greek vases originally found in Etruria.   

 

 

     The second was a process of painting designs under transparent vellum, 

with a blue-painted panel for the title on the spine and various gilt decorations 

including vases and a Greek-key pattern.  The painting process seems to have 

been invented in the workshops in Halifax during the early 1780s, and in 1785 

James Edwards took out a patent to preserve it from competition.  These 

books are exquisite, sometimes made to order with designs relevant to the 

owner, and sometimes without special designs, probably made for stock.  The 

best examples have characteristic dark-green slip cases, silk place markers and 

paintings under gilt on the foredges which can only be seen by carefully 

bending the text blocks.  The stock items were frequently Prayer Books, Bibles 

or popular poetry and would probably be displayed and available in the book 

shops in Pall Mall and Halifax as the kind of article that could be bought for a 

wife or sister on a special occasion, as the inscriptions in many of them testify. 

Three books bound in the ‘Etruscan’ 

style. 
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Two vellum bindings from the Edwards bindery.  The 1782 Bible on the left has a design under the 

vellum as patented.  The 1781 Prayer Book on the right is a special commission with the design 

painted on top of the leather. 

Samuel Rogers, The 

Pleasures of Memory (1793) 

in its original green slip case.  

This copy was a presentation 

by the author, who was a 

member of the Club. 



P a g e  | 16 

 

A Library Committee Publication 
 

 
 

     

By the time Edwards went into semi-retirement in about 1800, he was a widely 

respected and wealthy man.  For a time he lived at number 79 Pall Mall but 

eventually he bought a manor house in Harrow for his new and younger wife, 

carried on a bit of book dealing, and enjoyed his collections before dying in 

1816 at the age of just 60, a few months after auctioning his library and other 

possessions at significant profit.   

     Perhaps most memorably of all, James Edwards’s will contained the fitting 

and enviable request that his body be interred in a coffin made from the 

shelves in his library. 

 

 

Once more, and slightly larger - the vista to identify… 

 

 

 

Foredge painting on the 1782 Bible pictured above.  Any identification of the scene is welcome! 
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A Life in Fiction: Graham Swift’s “Mothering Sunday”, 

reviewed by Frances Follin 

 

 I don’t recall quite how I came to buy this book, 

over a year ago. I was either looking for something 

else or just ‘killing time’ (where better than a 

bookshop?). The cover was eye-catching. A detail 

from a Modigliani, Reclining Nude, with the title 

embossed in white at the top, along with the claim 

that it was ‘The Sunday Times Bestseller’ (as if there 

had only ever been one such book), created some 

interest. A quote from The Guardian  said simply ‘A 

masterpiece’ and beneath the author’s name at the foot of the cover, ‘Winner 

of the Booker Prize for Last Orders’. I had heard of Graham Swift but never 

read any of his novels. On an impulse, I bought the book. If you want to know 

how it compares with his other work I am 

afraid I cannot tell you. No doubt you will 

think that having been so impressed with 

this one, I would have rushed out and 

bought more. No! I am actually worried that 

he cannot have written anything else so 

engaging and that other books would be a 

disappointment. I would be delighted to 

hear the views of anyone able to make a 

comparison.  

     This very short novel –  barely 149 pages 

in a generous type size – focuses on a single 

day in a woman’s life and yet manages to 

cover her entire life story. It is also 

something of a social history of England in 

the twentieth century, touching on a variety 

of themes in a glancing, subtle fashion. 

Swift’s heroine – for one does feel that she is heroic – has such life that one 

feels she ought to have lived in reality, not as merely a figment of the author’s 

imagination. 
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     Jane Fairchild is an orphan, abandoned at birth on the steps of an 

orphanage in the early years of the twentieth century. She is a foundling – so 

rare today that it merits a spot on the TV news, but presumably not so very 

unusual in 1902. Later, she understands that this could have been a stroke of 

luck for her. Had she remained with her mother, she might not have been 

taught to read and write, but the orphanage does give her these basic skills, 

presumably believing that they will make her more employable, which does 

indeed prove to be the case. ‘Oh yes … she was very lucky to have been born 

destitute.’ 

     By the time she comes to work, somewhere in the Berkshire countryside, as 

a maid for the prosperous Nivens, their two sons are already dead, killed in the 

First World War, like the two eldest sons of their friends, the Sherringhams. 

The story is narrated in the third person, but we see mostly through Jane’s 

eyes, and she might not have known that it was common to keep men from 

the same village or neighbourhood together when they enlisted, presumably 

because they were expected to have ties of friendship and community. In 

practice, this meant that they often died together, so that one village might 

lose all its young men while another suffered few casualties. Hence we can 

imagine that these four young men would all have been posted together – 

indeed, we are told that two died within a month of each other. Only Paul, the 

Sherringhams’ youngest son, too young to have served in the war, now 

survives, with all his family’s hopes pinned on him. The Nivens, having lost both 

sons, are also very attached to Paul. 

 

     Both the Nivens and the Sherringhams remain very well off by most 

standards – they have large houses and motor cars, Paul also having one of his 

own. Yet there are clear indications that they used to live in greater style, with 

menservants and, in the Sherringhams’ case, a thoroughbred racehorse. Now 

each household has only two women servants, a reflection of the social 

changes that began in the late nineteenth century as better-paid jobs than 

‘service’ ones became available. This trend, increasing in the early twentieth 

century, was exacerbated by the war. Soon the women who remained in 

service would follow the men on to other work, as Jane herself does after the 

events of Mothering Sunday 1924. 
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     The narrative weaves back and forth in time without ever losing a sense of 

progression. Jane is 22 years old at the time of the titular Mothering Sunday. 

She and Paul have secretly been lovers for almost seven years. We are told 

that she does not think of them as ‘lovers’ or ‘in love’, though it seems to the 

reader that this must be the case. At least one of the Sherringhams’ two 

servants seems to know about the liaison, as is hinted later in the text. The 

Nivens and Sherringhams themselves are either oblivious or turning a blind eye 

– it’s not clear what Mr Niven means by ‘You have a gorgeous day for it’ as he 

gives permission for Jane to take one of the family’s bicycles for her day off. He 

does not enquire much into her plans for the day, but very possibly this is 

embarrassment because the day is formally one on which she should be 

visiting her mother, but he is well aware that she has none. 

     Despite the length of their relationship, Paul’s inner life is largely a mystery 

to Jane. He has told her she is his friend – the much-later expression ‘friends 

with benefits’ comes to mind, but to Jane it 

is special and precious to be Paul’s ‘friend’. 

At some point early in their relationship, he 

had taken her to a doctor who supplied her 

with a Dutch cap. Jane thinks, ‘God knows 

how he’d arranged it.’ She would never 

have been able to afford such medical 

attention but even if she had had the 

money, it is highly unlikely that the doctor 

would have helped her. We are left to 

surmise what the doctor thinks of the 

situation. We can presume that Jane is of 

no concern to him: he is protecting Paul, a 

respectable young gentleman with a future, 

from the embarrassment of finding himself 

compromised by Jane. No doubt he regards 

her as a silly girl who is no better than she 

should be. And possibly he is protecting himself from a later request by Paul 

that he perform an illegal abortion. But such thoughts do not occur to Jane, 

she is just pleased to have the cap and wonders if her own existence came 

about because her own mother had no access to one. 

     Paul is training to be a lawyer, though his heart does not seem to be in it – 

Jane believes ‘he had about as much intention of becoming a lawyer as 
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becoming a lettuce’. On Mothering Sunday 1924 he is two weeks away from 

marrying another woman and moving to a new home in London. Jane is jealous 

without at first identifying the emotion. She consoles herself with the thought 

that this is an ‘arranged marriage’ and a purely financial transaction for Paul, 

though in fact she has no idea how he feels about his fiancée or exactly how 

the engagement has come about. She does know that today may be the last 

chance they get to meet alone, as she assumes that the relationship must end 

with his marriage. 

     Two telephone calls play a small but important part of the story.  By 1924 

there were 23 automatic telephone exchanges in Britain and nearly 265,000 

phone lines, so they were becoming 

commonplace in affluent households such 

as those of the Nivens and Sherringhams. 

Answering the phone is one of Jane’s 

duties. When Paul rings the Nivens’ house 

on the morning of Mothering Sunday to 

arrange an assignation, Mr Niven is close 

by, but hears only, ‘I’m awfully sorry,  

madam, but you have the wrong number’. 

Given the number of phone lines in 

operation, ‘wrong numbers’ must have 

been a reasonably familiar occurrence, 

unlikely to seem suspicious. Later in the 

day, alone in the Sherringhams’ house, 

Jane wanders around completely naked. 

One feels that at any moment she might 

be surprised by an unexpected visitor, but what startles her is the ringing of 

the phone. Her instinct is to answer this, but of course she knows she mustn’t. 

After a while the ringing stops and only later does she learn the significance of 

that call and its relevance to her own life. 

     As Jane moves about the Sherringhams’ house, we learn more of her love of 

reading, the kinds of books she has read in the Nivens’ library, having had 

permission to borrow them, many of which are also in the Sherringhams’ 

library. All are relics of the adolescence of the now-dead sons of the two 

households. Books will be the key to Jane’s future, and we are told she will live 

to be ninety-eight. Throughout this passage there are constant hints at what is 

to come, both later in that day and in the decades ahead. Looking back, she 
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will see that naked wandering as a key point in her life, an event that changes 

her course, even though she is not aware of it at the time.  

     The last third of this short book covers the rest of Jane’s story, in the 

aftermath of Mothering Sunday 1924, the great pivot of her life. The narrative 

passes back and forth between her nineties and her twenties, and points in 

between, and so manages to convey her whole life, illuminating and 

illuminated by her personality. It is also a reflection on the relationship 

between life and fiction, ‘truth’ and fiction, and language and ‘truth’. We are 

almost at the end of the book when the final events of Mothering Sunday 1924 

are revealed and Jane’s new course is set. 

 

 

Jigsaw time… (the rallying-cry for thousands) 

 

Our artist-in-lockdown, Dan Cohn-Sherbok, has selflessly cut his artwork to 

shreds for you to put together again, in this computer jig-game. Choose how 

many tiles, and time yourself against the in-built clock/. Mrs P is up to 182 tiles. 

 

It may not be chess, but neither is draughts.                             (Solution on p. 85.) 

The Phantom 

 

 

https://www.jigsawplanet.com/?rc=play&pid=3aab6029a6aa
https://www.jigsawplanet.com/?rc=play&pid=3aab6029a6aa


P a g e  | 22 

 

A Library Committee Publication 
 

Shackleton’s Dodgy Heart, by Ian Calder 

 

A fantasy dinner party might ease the 

ennui of social distancing. I would like to 

have Sir Ernest Shackleton to mine. As a 

veteran of four expeditions to Antarctic 

and Arctic regions he would have 

traveller’s tales of the very first class to 

tell, and he apparently could and did 

talk for Ireland, his conversation being 

“sparkling and witty to a high degree“  

according to Dr Edward Wilson, but 

there would also be the exciting possibility of an almighty row as he “suffered 

fools so ungladly, and was so outspoken” and was “a very frightening kind of a 

man”, according to Drs Macklin and McIlroy. Sexual tension would not be 

wanting, as Shackleton was an attractive man and “one for the ladies” 

according to Sir Philip Brocklehurst, so altogether it should be a memorable 

evening.  

     One topic of conversation would not be welcomed by Sir Ernest – his health. 

Shackleton had to finance his expeditions by “hanging round the doors of rich 

men” (Cherry-Garrard), so suggestions of unsound health could have wrecked 

his career, but he had episodes of ill health during his trips that have puzzled 

people ever since. He was always very reluctant to allow doctors to examine 

him, suggesting that he knew they would find an abnormality. 

 

Event Reporter Date Expedition Age Remarks 

1 Wilson 1903 Discovery 28 Ross Ice Shelf. Unable to pull 

sledge 

2 Marshall 1908 Nimrod 33 Voyage to Antarctica. “very ill 

after pulling on rope” 

3 Marshall 1909 Nimrod 34 Beardmore glacier. Unable to 

pull sledge 

4 Mawson 1911 Sussex 36 Grey and sweaty 
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5 McIlroy 1918 Spitzbergen 44 Tromsø. “changed colour very 

badly” 

6 McIlroy 1921 Quest 47 South Trinidad? “very white in 

the face, almost green” 

7 Wild 1921 Quest 47 Rio de Janeiro. Taken suddenly 

ill 

8 Macklin 1922 Quest 47 Grytviken. Terminal events 

 

     What is peculiar is that between his episodes of weakness, breathlessness 

and colour change, which lasted a few days or less, Shackleton was a powerful 

performer.  A doctor on Shackleton’s first expedition thought he might have a 

kind of asthma. Captain Scott was convinced that there was something wrong 

and sent him home early. Club member Dr Isobel Williams wrote that “it is not 

clear precisely what the problem was” in her biography of Edward Wilson. Sir 

Ranulph Fiennes felt that “Shackleton’s heart and lungs were clearly 

susceptible to some ailment”, but what sort of ailment could it have been that 

allowed him to travel to within 100 miles of the South Pole in 1909 and climb 

across the mountains of South Georgia in 1916? 

 
The southern party aboard the Nimrod: Wild, Shackleton, Marshall, Adams 

(Wikipedia: public domain) 

     I think the best clues we have come from the diary kept by Dr Edward 

Marshall, the medical officer on Shackleton’s Nimrod expedition. Marshall 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:TheSouthernParty.jpg
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seems to have been an extraordinary character; apart from medical matters he 

took on the navigation and surveying duties during the attempt on the South 

Pole, subsequently complaining bitterly that Shackleton had not reimbursed 

him for the cost of his instruments as promised. A biography of Marshall by 

Angie Butler may appear this year. 

     On arrival in Antarctica Marshall insisted on examining all the expedition 

members and found that Shackleton had an unusual type of heart murmur, the 

significance of which he was not qualified to have an opinion on and so passed 

him fit, but Shackleton became weak and breathless for a few days on their 

return from the pole and Dr Marshall recorded that his pulse was weak, rapid, 

and irregular at that time. 

     Intermittent episodes of an abnormal heart rhythm would explain 

Shackleton’s ability to perform strongly when his heart was beating normally. 

What Dr Marshall needed was the opinion of a specialist cardiologist, and I 

realised that I could somewhat belatedly help with that, as my friend Dr Jan Till 

is just that at the Royal Brompton Hospital. 

“So Jan, a pulmonary systolic murmur and an episode of weakness with 

a rapid irregular pulse in a 34-year-old, anything come to mind?” 

“Sounds straightforward Ian, an atrial tachycardia and an atrial-septal 

defect fits that.” 

     Even today patients with the congenital heart abnormality of atrial-septal 

defect (“hole in the heart”) are sometimes not detected until they develop an 

abnormal heart rhythm in early middle age. Jan and I wrote an essay and 

managed to get it published in a reputable medical journal [Journal of the 

Royal Society of Medicine, 13 January 2016], probably because it was the 

centenary year of Shackleton’s great boat journey from Elephant Island to 

South Georgia after the Endurance sank. Medical journals are reluctant to 

publish speculation on the ill health of dead celebrities these days: there have 

been hundreds of articles on Mozart’s cause of death, for instance. Jan 

presented our idea at the British Cardiological Society meeting in 2017 and 

they seemed to like it, and I spoke at an Athenæum lunchtime meeting in 2018 

with Isobel Wilson and Sir Terence English, cardiac surgeon superstar, in the 

audience. It could have gone badly, but neither scoffed and Sir Terence even 

said it was “plausible”, phew! 
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Eating Prime Beef at the Club 
 

 

Before you advanced to Winne Ille Pu, by Club Member Alan Alexander Milne, 

you needed to have familiarised yourself with another work by a much earlier 

Club Member, Benjamin Kennedy. For many of us, Kennedy’s Revised Latin 

Primer was a terrifying work, which laid out all you needed to know about Latin 

except for the soul of the language. 

 

I tried unsuccessfully to find an image on the Internet of a copy of the book 

whose cover had been defaced to read “KENNEDY’S REVISED EATING PRIME 

BEEF”. But I did find a 1938 issue of Kennedy’s Shorter Latin Primer which had 

received Molesworth’s loving attention, in time-honoured fashion: 

 

 
 

But Benjamin Kennedy was more than his Primer, as the Club’s History 

Volunteers discovered when they drafted his entry – which see below.  
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Benjamin Hall Kennedy, Esq. 
 

Born: 6 November 1804 Summer Hill, Birmingham     Election Date: 29 March 

1824      Deceased: 6 April 1889 Torquay, Devon 

 

Eldest son of the Revd. Rann Kennedy (1772-1851), from an Ayrshire family 

that settled in Staffordshire. Kennedy was educated at Shrewsbury School, 

where he read widely and demonstrated a prodigious command of Latin 

composition, and at St John’s College, Cambridge, BA (senior optime) 1827, 

Fellow and Lecturer in Classics 1828. He became an Apostle in 1824, was 

elected President of the Cambridge Union in 1825, and was ordained Deacon 

(Ely) in 1829, and Priest (Lincoln) in 1830. In 1830 he was appointed Assistant 

Master at Harrow School and returned to Shrewsbury School as Head Master 

in 1836, where he remained until 1866, improving the school and its classics 

teaching, and putting the school on the map; he was awarded his DD by royal 

mandate. On his retirement a large fund was collected in his name, which paid 

for new school buildings and underpinned the foundation of a Classics 

professorship at Cambridge: H. H. J.  Munro and J. E. B. Major, his former 

pupils, were the first occupants of the Chair. He was made Prebendary of 

Lichfield in 1841, appointed Select Preacher at Cambridge in 1861, and Regius 

Professor of Greek at Cambridge in 1867, as well as becoming a Canon of Ely 

and a Member of the Committee for the Revision of the New Testament 1870-

80. He accepted the living of West Felton, Oswestry in 1866 and was appointed 

to the Cambridge University Council in 1870, on which he was a strong 

advocate of women’s education and was influential in the foundation of Girton 

and Newnham Colleges. But he remains best known for his Latin Primer and 

for his wholesale reformation of the teaching of Latin and Greek in schools, 

which is still followed today; his first primer, the Child’s Latin Primer was 

published in 1848. He was awarded an LLD by Dublin in 1886. At school and 

university he won many prizes; a close friend of Lord Lytton, a wit, amiable, 

good conversationalist, he knew his wine, was very knowledgeable on naval 

and military matters, had a fine public-speaking voice, was a brilliant speaker 

and very good company. MS 

Sources: ODNB, OD 
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‘Knowledge is now become a 

fashionable thing’: Geography as 

Literature in the Eighteenth 

Century, by Jeremy Black 

 

 

“I dread and abhor the Turks…. It is possible for the Grand Signior [the Turkish ruler] 

to find an ingress into Europe. Suppose, Sir, this spot I stand on be Turkey – then 

here is Hungary – very well – here is France, and here is England – granted – then we 

will suppose he had possession of Hungary – what then remains but to conquer 

France, before we find him at our coast.” 

Politic, the newspaper-reading London tradesman in Henry Fielding’s play Rape 

upon Rape or the Coffee-House Politician (1730), is a figure of fun who testifies 

to the public’s interest in geography as an aspect of the news, although in his 

case it leads him to neglect an attempt on his daughter’s virtue. So also with 

the Universal Journal, which in 1724 printed a letter from a country reader 

attacking a neighbouring landlord, the young Mr Novel, an ‘errant coxcomb’ 

who ignored his steward’s accounts in order to read newspapers and indulged 

in incessant political speculating “beginning with the Persian rebels, makes the 

tour of the whole world, settles treaties, unhinges governments, and reforms 

our state”. 

     The rapid development of the press after the lapse of the Licensing Act in 

1695 was one of the major drivers of geographical interest and information, 

and far more significant than the scant academic engagement with the subject. 

Moreover, newspapers like books were aspects of a dynamic entrepreneurial 

world in which publishers and writers probed the public appetite, shaping a 

market. A major aspect was the production of maps, but, while very important, 

interesting and attractive, that has largely driven from attention the number of 

books devoted to geographical topics as well as the coverage in the press. 

     Compared with the historians whom I will be covering in the next issue, and 

the novelists, eighteenth-century Britain is not noted for its geographers or for 

geographical writings, but there was an impressive range that was designed to 
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serve a series of markets. Geography was a form of genteel as well as 

utilitarian knowledge, one comparable to the natural sciences. 

     The pedagogic purpose was readily apparent. Benjamin Martin, who defined 

geography as ‘The Theory of the Earth, and Use of the Terrestrial Globe,’ with 

his preface claiming ‘knowledge is now become a fashionable thing,’ published 

A Course of Lectures in Natural and Experimental Philosophy, Geography and 

Astronomy (1743). This scope reflected both the absence of later disciplinary 

boundaries and the nature of provincial culture: it was published in Reading, 

while in Devizes in 1774 appeared A Concise System of Geography: wherein the 

first principles of the science are laid down in a plain and easy manner, suited 

to the capacities of youth. Other works of this type included Dominique de St 

Quentin’s A Complete System of the Commercial Geography of England; laid 

down in a plain and concise manner, for the use of schools. With a map of 

England (1794) and Henry St John’s Elements of Geography, expressly designed 

for the use of schools (1799). Some of the works were highly successful and 

much reprinted, for example William Guthrie’s New Geographical, Historical 

and Commercial Grammar (1770). By 1738, Edward Wells’s Treatise of Ancient 

and Present Geography, Together with a set of Maps (1701) had reached its 

fifth edition and by 1785 Thomas Salmon’s New Geographical and Historical 

Grammar (1749) its eighteenth. 

     There was also an attempt to cater specifically for women in The Young 

Lady’s Geography (1765), dedicated to the young Queen Charlotte, with the 

confidence that she would support “every endeavour to entice from the hands 

of the Fair, obscene and ridiculous novels, (which serve only to vitiate their 

morals, inflame their passions, and eradicate the very seeds of virtue) by 

persuading them to the study of a science both useful and amusing, and 

without some knowledge of which they cannot read even a public paper or 

intelligence with pleasure or advantage”. The preface promised to provide the 

means of “speedily acquiring a thorough knowledge of maps, as well as of the 

natural and political state of the world”. 

     The reference to the ‘public paper’ is instructive because all too many 

discussions of the literature of particular subjects relate to book-length 

publications, such as Charles Brockwell’s The Natural and Political History of 

Portugal (1724), which cost five shillings, Onslow Burrish’s Batavia Illustrata 

(1728), or the eleventh edition of Salmon’s New Geographical and Historical 

Grammar or Guthrie’s Grammar, each of which cost six shillings in 1770. In 
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practice, much of the geography readily available was provided by the press, 

although, of course, some of that was abstracted from longer works, British or 

foreign, or, indeed, from foreign newspapers, which were a source for British 

counterparts, although of decreasing importance. 

     There has never been a comprehensive, or even limited, survey of this press 

material, which is understandable as it is a much greater task than its book 

counterpart. The press of the period relied heavily on foreign news. 

Newspapers were rarely indexed, most articles appeared without attribution 

or authorship, and many copies do not survive anywhere. Yet, the press was 

reaching more of the public, with the total annual sale of stamped papers in 

England in million copies rising from 2.5 in 1713 to 14.0 in 1780. 

     It is significant that cheap papers carried nearly as much foreign news as 

their more expensive counterparts. The headpiece of the London Farthing 

Post, a tax-evading newspaper of the late 1730s, depicted four hawkers, the 

first shouting ‘Great News’, the second ‘From Spain’, the third ‘From France’, 

and the fourth ‘From Holland’. In a pamphlet of 1717, Robert, Viscount 

Molesworth, a prominent Whig, attacked Charles XII of Sweden as a supporter 

of the Jacobites, adding, in a reference to public opinion and its response to 

the Great Northern War (1700-21): “There is scarce a Jacobite schoolboy, or 

poor tradesman’s wife about our streets, who has not been instructed how 

conveniently Norway lies to Scotland, and how much it was for their master’s 

interest, that the brave King of Sweden should succeed in his undertakings… 

They were as sorry for this loss of Rugen and Stralsund (places which they 

never before had heard of, but which they then were made to understand, and 

know how to distinguish from the map) as they were for king George’s 

accession to the Crown.” 

     The news from abroad could be non-political, as in the account of ginseng in 

the Flying Post of 20 September 1722. But political news was to the fore, with 

many newspapers seeking to include background information in order to aid 

readers to understand the news. Filling space may have been an issue, but the 

linkage of taxation to the size of the newspaper may have lessened that as a 

factor. Thus, the Weekly Journal or British Gazetteer of 16 March 1717 printed 

an account of Sweden, as events there had become a topic of interest, while 

the St James’s Post of the previous day carried an account of the Electorate of 

Hanover. The successful Spanish invasion of Sardinia in 1717 led to accounts of 

the island appearing in the St James’s Post of 11 September, the Flying Post of 
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12 September (a particularly detailed account), the St James’s Weekly Journal 

of 14 September, and the Weekly Journal, or British Gazetteer of the same 

date. The Spanish invasion of Sicily in 1718 had the same effect in leading to 

the publication of news items. As example of this general process, the Flying 

Post supported its news of hostile Turco-Persian relations on 10 December 

1724 with a description of Erivan, which was in the area of strife, while the 

outbreak of plague in the Ionian Islands led to their description in the issue of 9 

May 1728.  

     Provincial readers were not spared, with most of the relevant information 

coming from London counterparts. Thus, the Northampton Mercury of 18 

March 1723 provided background information on St Lucia, then a contentious 

issue in Anglo-French relations. The Worcester Journal in 1749 provided 

information about Kazan and Malta as backgrounds for items on both. The 

tendency continued, so that the political nation could be relatively well-

informed. 

     That provided the opportunity to make fun at those who lacked the relevant 

information. Newspapers were happy to throw the charge of ignorance at 

rivals, as the Post Man and The Historical Account did on 8 February 1718 

about Sicily, or a correspondent in the Corn-Cutter’s Journal of 23 October 

1733 about much of Continental Europe. 

     The critical approach could be aimed at the highest, as by Tobias Smollett in 

Humphry Clinker (1771) with his depiction of the Duke of Newcastle at the 

beginning of the Seven Years’ War (1756-63): 

‘this poor half-witted creature told me, in a great fright, that thirty thousand French 

had marched from Acadie [Nova Scotia] to Cape Breton – “Where did they find 

transports? (said I).” “Transports! (cried he) I tell you they marched by land” – “By 

land to the island of Cape Breton?” “What” is Cape Breton an island?” “Certainly.” 

“Ha! Are you sure of that?” When I pointed it out in the map, he examined it 

earnestly with his spectacles; then, taking me in his arms, “My dear C---! (cried he) 

you always bring us good news – Egad! I’ll go directly, and tell the king that Cape 

Breton is an island.” 

     Now the 4,544-foot Canso Causeway crosses the very deep Strait of Canso, 

but it was only opened in 1955. There is no information vindicating this 

portrayal of Newcastle, who had been a Secretary of State from 1724 to 1754, 

but, as with the Oxford-educated cleric James Hervey (1714-58) allegedly, 

according to Robert Davidson’s Geography epitomised (preface to the 1787 
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edition), not knowing ‘in what quarter of the world’ Jerusalem was, Smollett’s 

portrayal was a reflection on what the educated were supposed to know. 

     The world of print also benefited greatly from public interest in exploration. 

Mungo Park’s Travels in the Interior Districts of Africa (1799) was a great 

success, going through three editions that year. James Bruce’s Travels into 

Abyssinia (1790) were excerpted in newspapers such as Ayre’s Sunday London 

Gazette and the Sheffield Advertiser of 7 May. On 4 December 1791, the first 

number of the Observer advertised on its front page the publication of the first 

of a projected sixty-part New Universal Traveller. A full and accurate 

Abridgement of all the latest, most authentic, and most interesting Voyages 

and Travels, Whether English, French, or German … The First Volume contains 

M. Vaillant’s celebrated Travels through Africa. 

     The linkage with foreign works can be seen in the case of the Red Sea. Jean 

de la Roque’s account, published in Paris in 1715, appeared in London in 1726 

as A Voyage to Arabia the Happy: by the Eastern Ocean and the Streights of the 

Red Sea, which appeared again in 1732 and 1742. A condensed English 

translation of Carsten Niebuhr’s travels to Yemen in 1762-3 appeared in 

Edinburgh in 1792 as Travels through Arabia, and Other Countries in the East. 

There were also the journeys of the British travellers to the region, notably 

Alexander Hamilton’s A New Account of the East Indies (1727) and Eyles Irwin’s 

A Series of Adventures in the Course of a Voyage Up the Red Sea (1780). The 

much-extended third edition in 1787 covered his 1780 journey overland from 

Aleppo to Basra. In 1806, the Gentleman’s Magazine carried the account of a 

voyage to the Red Sea in 1795. More generally, publication helped readers 

experience travel, and was an aspect of geography as consumerism. 

     Some of the accounts were disparaging, others, as in the treatment of the 

Pacific islands, very different. William Browne, a traveller of independent 

means, was encouraged by reading Bruce to visit Ethiopia, but, being unable to 

do so, instead, having studied Arabic in Egypt, became in 1793 the first 

European to travel to Darfur. His Travels in Africa, Egypt and Syria (1800) were 

unusual because he compared the customs of the people he visited favourably 

with those of Europe. ‘Travels’ was a section of most libraries. 

     By the later decades of the century, more of such volumes covered parts of 

Britain. Such literature was not new, as seen with Daniel Defoe’s A Tour 

through the Whole Island of Great Britain (1724-6) and Edmund Gibson’s 
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editions (1695 and 1722) of William Camden’s Britannia (1586), but it became 

more common and was a part of the unfixed nature of geography. 

     In his New Geographical, Historical and Commercial Grammar (1770), 

Guthrie aimed to include ‘moral, or political, as well as natural geography’, 

because he thought history and the constitution influential in ‘geographical 

performances’. Indeed, the significance of geography, the progress of which 

was emphasised by Thomas Bankes in his System of Universal Geography 

(1790), was not a question of its formal or semi-formal discussion by 

geographers but, instead, a matter of its ability to interact with wide-ranging 

concerns and interests. 

     From the middle of the century the concerns of Europe were increasingly 

played out on a world stage and this was accompanied by an exponential rise 

in exploration. Regardless of whether the accusation was true or not, for a 

statesman such as the Duke of Newcastle in the late 1750s to be unaware of 

Canadian geography was comic. By 1800 such ignorance would have been 

inconceivable. 
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Musical interlude: Robert Fripp on “Music for Quiet 

Moments” 
 

 

For some years now Robert has been working on “Music for Quiet Moments”. 

Watch out for quiet moments: we don’t always find them, but sometimes they 

find us. They can help us through times such as the present. 

 
 

 
 

 

Music For Quiet Moments… 
  

I 

A Quiet Moment is how we experience a moment:  

the moment which is here, now and available. 

 

Quiet moments are when we put time aside to be quiet; 

and also where we find them. 

Sometimes quiet moments find us. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=6&v=wT9lghaTrYw&feature=emb_logo
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Some places have an indwelling spirit, where quiet is a feature of the space: 

perhaps natural features in the landscape; 

perhaps intentionally created, as in a garden; 

perhaps where a spirit of place has come into being over time,  

as in an English country churchyard. 

 

Quiet may be experienced with sound, and also through sound; 

in a place we hold to be sacred, maybe on a crowded subway train hurtling 

towards Piccadilly or Times Square. 

 

A Quiet Moment is more to do with how we experience time than how we 

experience sound. 

 

A Quiet Moment prepares the space where Silence may enter. 

 

Silence is timeless. 

 

II 

My own quiet moments, over fifty-one years of being a touring player, have 

been mostly in public places where, increasingly, a layer of noise has 

intentionally overlaid and saturated the sonic environment. 

 

III 

Quiet Moments of my musical life, expressed in Soundscapes, are deeply 

personal; yet utterly impersonal: they address the concerns we share within 

our common humanity. 

 

Paradoxically, they have mostly taken place in public contexts inimical and 

unsupportive of quiet. 

 

Some of these Soundscapes are inward-looking, reflective. 

Some move outwards, with affirmation. 

Some go nowhere, simply being where they are. 

   

Robert Fripp 

 Tuesday 28 April 2020 

Bredonborough, Middle England 
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To hear the still music, click on these images (just a sample of the ten pieces 

available), and on these links:  

 

QuietMomentsOne –  QuietMomentsTwo –  QuietMomentsThree 

QuietMomentsFour 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=6&v=wT9lghaTrYw&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CPDFVq6afsw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CPDFVq6afsw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-v8zOp2M2R0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CPDFVq6afsw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-v8zOp2M2R0
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A View of the Web, by Michael Godfrey 
                    

 

This guide provides short descriptions of some sites 

that are of special interest to me. They won’t 

necessarily be your “top picks”, but (if you’re not all 

that familiar with the good and the bad that the web 

offers) I hope to encourage you to explore it to find 

what matters to you. Navigating the web can be 

frustrating for newcomers, so I also add some 

navigation tips. 

 

The web is basically a jungle, but the tigers cannot easily get through to you. If 

you are careful, you can avoid the traps and find the gold. But, as noted in 

Casablanca, ‘’Vultures, vultures everywhere...’’ 

 

 
 

1. Google search: https://www.google.co.uk/ in future I’ll hide these links 

under the key words) 

 

Of course, the Google search system is the core of web information access. 

Google search will find many things, but can be time-consuming, not to 

mention frustrating. Page and Brin did an excellent job of the initial 

implementation. They tended to take an empiricist approach rather than 

follow what they were taught at Stanford. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JW5bcI0ADCY
https://www.google.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JW5bcI0ADCY
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     This is well-expressed by a 3rd century Chinese proverb: ''those who can 

manage the dykes and the rivers are the same in all the ages; they did not 

learn their business from Yu the great, they learned it from the waters.'' 

   from Joseph Needham, Science in Traditional China (Harvard University Press: 1981), p. 119 

 

Some basic tips on Google searching:  

 

• put phrases in quotation marks so that Google limits its search to your 

exact expression: athenaeum club (39 million hits), “athenaeum club” 

(104,000 hits)  

• build up your list of search words to refine your search: “athenaeum 

club” film staircase (6,120 hits) 

• precede words you don’t want in the search results (because they clog 

up your hits) with a minus sign immediately before your search word: 

“athenaeum club” -liverpool (to exclude results relating to the Liverpool 

Athenaeum) 

• usually aim to get more results or “hits” than you actually want, 

remembering that too many is better than too few. The skill is in not 

getting TOO many! 

• Remember that, unfettered, Google may silently augment your search 

with what it thinks you were actually searching for or with what it thinks 

you might find useful. It is not always right, but you are. 

• Related to this, Google offers slightly different results if you search on 

google.co.uk and google.com (or google.de for Germany, or other 

country marker codes; or book.google.co.uk, etc., if you are using 

Google Books); it also knows where you are coming from, so can offer 

different services according to its perception of your location. 

• Google’s data change daily, so you will get a slightly different result set 

for the same search on different days. Think of that as good. 

 

 

2. Google Books 

 

Google Books, as many of you will know, started in the very early days of 

Google (before the "grownups" arrived). It had a simple objective: to record all 

the print material in libraries throughout the world. Google gained permission 

from a large number of libraries, including many university and national 

https://books.google.co.uk/


P a g e  | 38 

 

A Library Committee Publication 
 

libraries, to image all books from their collection. They made good choices and 

used high-quality imaging equipment. 

 

     A key choice was that they only used the stacks where the material was 

stored. They did NOT look at library catalogues. Thus they captured what was 

actually on the shelves. In the case of Stanford they found many hundreds of 

periodical volumes and other publications which had accidentally not been 

catalogued. In addition, they imaged every page in every volume, cover to 

cover, and so almost no information was lost. All of the publications, in PDF 

form, were put on the Google website for anyone to read or download for 

free. 

 

     However, when the publishers found out about this, they claimed copyright 

violation on much of the material. At about this time some "adults" were 

showing up at Google and they, after a few discussions, simply caved in and 

shut the books site. This was not an adult, responsible decision. A large part of 

the collection was not subject to copyright, but it disappeared too. This was 

about ten years ago.  

 

     An important publisher who complained was Wiley who, for example, 

bought the Annalen Der Physik in around 1990, and claim copyright to ALL 

editions from 1799! This is a bit unfortunate since the Annalen was, 

particularly during Einstein’s most productive period, the most prominent 

physics journal. Many of Einstein’s key papers were published there. Luckily, 

the Annalen are freely available from other sources on the web, in particular 

on the French National Library’s digital platform Gallica. And, translations have 

been made. Several that are of particular interest to me are at my Internet 

Archive library.  

 

     Back to the Google story, just recently there has been some recovery and 

many out-of-copyright publications are now available. This has been going on 

quite quietly. I am not sure how this is known within Google. But, it means that 

for a wide range of printed material Google Books is worth a careful look. 

Depending on copyright and other conditions, texts are either fully available, 

or partially available (selected pages), available only in snippets, or not 

searchable at all (naturally the most frustrating category). The fact that a 

publication is fully available is not yet made obvious. 

https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/cb34462944f/date&rk=21459;2
https://archive.org/details/@m_d_godfrey?sort=-publicdate
https://archive.org/details/@m_d_godfrey?sort=-publicdate
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2. Wikipedia 

 

This site is well-intentioned and contains many useful pages on a very wide 

range of topics. However, it is not all that reliable. Many entries are exemplary, 

written by well-informed authors, but others are incomplete and contain 

errors. Unfortunately, Wikipedia does not tell you which is which, and because 

anyone can edit any entry, reliable ones can suddenly switch to becoming 

unreliable, and vice versa. Still, an easy place to start. If it is important other 

sources must be checked. 

 

 

3. The Internet Archive 

 

This is intended to capture everything that has ever existed on the web, and 

also to be the repository for all additional material that can be made available 

in an electronic form.  It is fairly friendly for searches. It is the safe place for 

anything that may seem to matter. But it also contains everything else! It does 

include practically all forms of recorded material: music, images, art works, etc. 

(My library can be found here.) 

 

It has two main search boxes. One searches individual scanned or recorded 

texts. If you decide you need to read the first (1812) edition of Humphry Davy’s 

Elements of Chemical Philosophy then search for something like: davy 

elements chemical philosophy 1812 and the results appear here. Notice that 

you are presented with a facsimile of the Smithsonian Libraries copy, plus 

copies from two other libraries. Sometimes one version is easier to read than 

another. 

 

The other search box is called the Wayback Machine, which stores copies of 

thousands of websites over time. Theoretically you can check what data any 

given website contained at particular points in the past. It’s not infallible, but 

can be useful. Here’s a result of searching for the timeline of our Athenaeum 

Club website since 2006 (click on bars of the graph on the live site to see the 

relevant version of the website: I don’t think you can get past the password 

question, though!): 

 

https://www.wikipedia.org/
https://archive.org/details/@m_d_godfrey?sort=-publicdate
https://archive.org/details/@m_d_godfrey
davy%20elements%20chemical%20philosophy%201812
https://web.archive.org/web/*/https:/www.athenaeumclub.co.uk/
https://web.archive.org/web/*/https:/www.athenaeumclub.co.uk/


P a g e  | 40 

 

A Library Committee Publication 
 

 
 

Most people don’t know that Big Brother has been watching them. I’m sure 

you can think of more interesting searches… 

 

 

4. Publications available on the web 

 

Practically all publishers and organisations involved in published materials have 

websites. Some are more useful than others. My favourite is Abebooks.  

 

     The role of Abebooks is to act as a grand online bookstore for books dealers 

throughout the world who offer secondhand and some new books. In my 

experience the descriptions of the condition of the books are quite accurate 

and books can be found there which cannot be found elsewhere. Abebooks is 

where I first found Charles Babbage's autobiography. An amazing book!  Also, I 

found Gladstone's biography of Michael Faraday on Abebooks. In this case I 

chose a new copy of this excellent biography of one of our founding members. 

 

     Abebooks has sites for several countries, but the contents are usually quite 

similar, mainly with differences in the currency quoted, the language used and 

delivery costs based on location. My choice is abebooks.uk or abebooks.com or 

sometimes abebooks.de.  

 

     Amazon, of course, also lists many publications, both new and secondhand. 

However, many of their secondhand book items are "print on demand" copies 

and of very poor quality. I rarely look for books on Amazon. Some "print on 

demand" books may be of adequate quality, but they should be avoided if 

possible. 

 

     About eight years ago Cambridge University Press organised a separate 

entity, the Cambridge Library Collection, which is dedicated to recovering 

exceptional publications from the fifteenth to nineteenth centuries inclusive. 

They have very effective image enhancement and manipulation facilities, 

which from my experience produce excellent results. Their edition of 

https://www.abebooks.co.uk/
https://www.abebooks.co.uk/servlet/SearchResults?sts=t&cm_sp=SearchF-_-home-_-Results&an=babbage&tn=autobiography&kn=&isbn=
https://www.abebooks.co.uk/servlet/SearchResults?cm_sp=SearchF-_-topnav-_-Results&kn=gladstone%20faraday&sts=t
http://abebooks.uk/
http://abebooks.com/
http://abebooks.de/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/
https://www.cambridge.org/gb/academic/cambridge-library-collection
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Babbage's Passages from the life of a Philosopher is a wonderful example. 

 

     More generally, Cambridge University Press has taken a very helpful view of 

academic publishing. In particular, for books produced by an author as a 

course text they allow free distribution of the PDF, and this is not restricted 

just to the students taking the course. The author is free to put the PDF on 

their website. I discussed this with one of the CUP editors and found that they 

feel that this choice is helpful to the academic community but also that it 

produces increased sales of the hard-copy versions.  

 

 

The websites mentioned above are general sites. Many sites deal with 

particular areas or subjects of interest, and Sections 5 to 7 below are some of 

my favourites. 

 

5.  Richard Feynman 

 

Richard P. Feynman (1918-88) was a scientist. This was destined from the 

beginning –  Feynman quoted from his father: “Before I was born, my father 

told my mother, ‘If it is a boy he is going to be a scientist.’” 

 

 
 

    I first met him in 1955. He played an essential role in my life. 

https://www.cambridge.org/gb/search?iFeelLucky=false&currentTheme=Academic_v1&query=Passages+from+the+Life+of+a+Philosopher
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1ww1IXRfTA&t=2727s
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    I am going to point you towards several websites which I consider essential 

for an understanding of Feynman, the man and his work. First, I must report 

that after I had heard a few lectures by  Feynman I became convinced that if he 

announced that he was to give a talk which consisted of his reading his weekly 

grocery shopping list, I would be sure to arrive early to get a good seat. 

 

     It may be good to hear Feynman before the full story below. This YouTube 

page is a BBC Presentation from the 1970s.  And, another fun choice is here. 

 

 

     It will become obvious that Feynman had many interests. One indication is 

a quotation from his book The Meaning of it All (p. 31): 

 

The hopes for the future today are in a great measure the same as they 

were in the past. At some time people thought that the potential that 

people had was not developed because everyone was ignorant and that 

education was the solution to the problem, that if all people were 

educated, we could perhaps all be Voltaires. But it turns out that 

falsehood and evil can be taught as easily as good. Education is a great 

power, but it can work either way. 

 

     He was educated at Far Rockaway High School, in Queens, New York, then 

at MIT and Princeton, where he completed his PhD under Professor of Physics 

John Archibald Wheeler. This may seem rather conventional for someone 

intending to become a scientist, but it was not. This is made clear in his semi-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1ww1IXRfTA&t=2727s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1ww1IXRfTA&t=2727s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uY-u1qyRM5w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uY-u1qyRM5w
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autobiographical book What do you care what other people think?, which – 

clearly, and with much humour –  portrays his character in both science and 

life. This book should be read not just by those with an interest in either 

science or Feynman, but by everyone. 

 

    As Feynman was completing his PhD thesis he was asked to join the work at 

Los Alamos. It is often claimed that he was a "theory" person there. This is not 

accurate. He mainly did the engineering that converted the theory into a 

precise correctly functional device. Of course, he understood the theory as well 

as anyone. But, as he also pointed out in other cases, it was also the 

engineering that made it work. Both are essential. 

 

     When Los Alamos closed in 1945, he went to Cornell as a new Assistant 

Professor. This was an extremely difficult time for him. His wife had just died. 

She was with him near Los Alamos until the end. Cornell was one of the leading 

physics departments. However, the conventional role of Assistant Professor 

was in any case unsuitable for him. While he did important work there, he did 

not fit into the teaching environment. He took his sabbatical in 1951-2 and 

chose to go to a physics institute in Rio, Brazil. There he learned to play the 

bongo drums and had a pleasant time. On his return he accepted an offer from 

Robert Bacher, Professor of Physics and Vice President and Provost at the 

California Institute of Technology (Caltech), to join the Institute on the 

condition that he first spend another year in Rio. On his return from Rio in 

1953 he found Caltech to be a much more suitable home, even though his life 

was still turbulent. He never graded an examination, and he refused to have 

his name associated with grants for research funding. The people who 

mattered at Caltech, most importantly Lee Dubridge, the Caltech President, 

gave him full support. He remained at Caltech until his untimely death in 1988. 

 

     For a considered and entertaining appraisal (with further anecdotes), read 

Leonard Mlodinow's book Feynman's Rainbow: a Search for Beauty in Physics 

and in Life (Warner Books, 2003). 

 

     And for those who wish to take a more serious interest, Feynman’s full set 

of Lectures are available here. This is my most favoured web page. The URL 

above is the introductory page for the online version of Feynman's lectures to 

first- and second-year students at Caltech. The lectures were first given in 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/what-Care-Other-People-Think/dp/0393355640/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=What+do+you+care+what+other+people+think+feynman&qid=1593686167&sr=8-1
https://www.feynmanlectures.caltech.edu/info/other.html
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1961. This was a two-year course taught by Feynman from 1961 to 1963. And 

it continued to be taught, using the printed textbooks, for another 20 years. 

 

     Before you start to worry about how technical this may be, you might 

choose to read Feynman's Preface to Volume 1. On that page just click on 

Feynman's Preface. 

 

     If you are not too discouraged by the Preface try Chapter 1. The good news 

is that there is not a single equation in the chapter. If you read it through, you 

will know quite a lot more about matter than most people do. The rest is up to 

you. If you continue through to Volume III you will, if you understood some 

part of the material, know more physics than many physicists! 

 

     Feynman was an exceptional physicist and an exceptional teacher. I chose to 

sign up for a set of lectures given by him in 1955 when I arrived at Caltech.  

 

These were lectures that he offered as a first trial at what became the 

Feynman lectures as they are now. The notice for the lectures was just pinned 

to the bulletin board in the physics building. It simply said that Feynman would 

give some lectures, but the students would have to take the exam for the 

standard first-year physics course. At the first lecture, after Feynman entered, 

a student took out his notebook. Feynman said: “Put that away. You cannot 

listen to me and write at the same time.”  

 

     Of the about twenty students at the first lecture only about five of us 

continued for the rest of the lectures! The lectures were spellbinding and since 

he came into the room with no notes of any kind each lecture appeared to be 

entirely extemporaneous. A mysterious thing was that he came to an obvious 

conclusion in exactly the allotted time. Later I discovered that he very carefully 

rehearsed each lecture. Of course, he also did this for the whole series of 

lectures which were given first in 1961-2. For those, he did have some notes 

which he referred to on occasion. 

 

     The Feynman Lectures site was created by Mike Gottlieb, who is also a close 

friend. He is an exceptional mathematician, physicist, and programmer. A rare 

combination. He has done an amazing job of very great value to the science 

community and to anyone who has an interest in science. The site can be read 

https://www.feynmanlectures.caltech.edu/I_toc.html


P a g e  | 45 

 

A Library Committee Publication 
 

using a computer, tablet, or phone and typically there are about 10,000 people 

who each typically spend about an hour reading various chapters. This 

amounts to a significant fraction of the world's learning of physics! And it’s 

certainly the best source. Additional material about the Lectures and Feynman 

is available here. 

 

     Another interesting item on this site is a corrected version of Feynman's 

Nobel Lecture. The Nobel Committee made repeated requests for the written 

version of his talk. Feynman showed no interest in this, and it appears that 

there was no written version available. But Feynman had given a similar talk at 

Caltech, which was recorded. A transcript of the talk was sent to the Nobel 

Committee. Michael Gottlieb and I edited the transcript of this talk, correcting 

various mistypings. This version is available here. 

 

     In any case, Feynman seemed to feel that the Nobel Prize ‘nice’ but not 

serious enough for him to spend much time on. 

 

 

6. Maths Pages 

 

This is ALL about mathematics, from its history to the present. It is very good 

mathematics with a friendly presentation.  I feel that mathematics is not well-

taught in schools. This in part stems from my experience at an early age. I did 

not go to school all that often, but I found myself in a class in which the 

teacher announced that it was time for us to learn mathematics; specifically 

we were to memorise the multiplication table. I found that I could not do this, 

and said so. The teacher said that I was the dumbest student she had ever had 

and that I would never get anywhere. I have forgotten her. 

 

     These pages explain mathematics in a much more understandable way, and 

much better than current teaching. 

 

     A non-mathematical place to start is the quotations page. An example:  

 

The perplexity of life arises from there being too many interesting things 

in it for us to be interested properly in any of them. 

                                         G. K. Chesterton, 1909 

https://www.feynmanlectures.caltech.edu/info/
https://www.feynmanlectures.caltech.edu/info/other.html
https://www.mathpages.com/
https://www.mathpages.com/home/quotes.htm
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7. Skiing, and Émile Allais' Wikipedia page. 

 

Now for something completely different, lighter and really fun – at least for us 

skiers. When I arrived, aged nine, in Montreux I had a few surprises. One was 

that I was being taught in French and had courses in German and Latin without 

understanding any of those languages. But, even much worse, when winter 

approached it was discovered that I did not know how to ski! Luckily, the book 

La Méthode Française de Ski, by Émile Allais, had just appeared. I read it over 

and over, and decided to learn to do exactly as he instructed! It also helped 

with my French. This worked! And, at the end of the second winter season I 

was at the head of the class and committed to serious skiing for years to come! 

 

    Photos from Allais' book feature in Ed Tufte's book Beautiful Evidence, which 

is available from Amazon or abebooks. 

 

     Allais’ key message is this: ski in harmony with the mountain. And I am sure 

that he would have approved the quote: ‘Amateurs practise until they can get 

it right, professionals practise until they cannot get it wrong’. He advocated 

skiing every minute of the day from first light to darkness. 

 

I hope that this introduction has helped to arouse your interest in the web. 

But, this obviously reflects my own interests. There is something for everyone 

on the web, including – for example – most of the world's art museums, 

libraries, cultural sites, and much more. My wife, Ilse, would be shocked if I did 

not mention, for example, the Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg. This was 

one of the earliest major museums to produce a website. And it remains one 

of the best. With, it should be mentioned, substantial technical help from IBM. 

 

     In any case, I hope that this introduction has helped. Explore the web for 

whatever interests you. Enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/tmp/mozilla_godfrey0/Wikipedia%20page
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=30463172980&searchurl=ds%3D20%26kn%3DLa%2BM%25E9thode%2BFran%25E7aise%2Bde%2BSki%26sortby%3D17&cm_sp=snippet-_-srp1-_-image6
https://www.abebooks.co.uk/servlet/SearchResults?sts=t&cm_sp=SearchF-_-NullResults-_-Results&an=TUFTE+EDWARD+R&tn=&isbn=&kn=beutiful+evidence+
http://www.saint-petersburg.com/walking-tours/hermitage-walking-tour/


P a g e  | 47 

 

A Library Committee Publication 
 

 

 

Plague in Florence 1630-1: spot the difference… 

 

“Every day one of them [our physicians and surgeons] falls ill, as happened 

yesterday to Giuliano del Toso, whom we discovered has the contagion and we 

have only four surgeons and the same number in bed.” (Padre Donato Bisogni, 

Director of S. Miniato plague hospital: 11 November 1630) 

 

“Immediately they relocked four houses indiscriminately, two of which did not 

have any bread to sustain them; the rest of the parish was discouraged by the 

others [from going out], prohibiting them from frequenting the churches, the 

streets, work, and everywhere they were threatened.” (Filippo Gabbiana, 

Rector of the parish of S. Lorenzo, Florence: 9 February 1631) 

 

“The quarantine had another month to run, and during that period the Sanità 

[Health Board] and the Grand Duke continued to underwrite the huge cost of 

subsidising the poor shut up in their houses in the city.” 

 

From John Henderson Florence under siege: surviving plague in an Early 

Modern city (Yale University Press, 2019) 
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“I cannot write of love as poets do”: the Poetry of 

John Tyndall, by Roland Jackson and Nicola Jackson 
 

 Within the extensive archives of the Royal 

Institution are many boxes of handwritten 

journals and letters of John Tyndall, the 

Victorian physicist and mountaineer. He was 

an active member of this Club, elected in 

1860. Among the daily reports of scientific 

explorations carried out, social engagements 

fulfilled, and travels planned and 

implemented are many fragments of his 

poetry and complete poems. Handling these 

200-year-old pages, the sense of immediacy is 

raw: drafts written out time and again as 

Tyndall crafted his poetry, hand-written 

stanzas often cross-hatched across other verses. One poem is headed, again in 

his own handwriting, ‘O all these poems are rubbish’. Yet they are not all 

rubbish; indeed many of the 76 poems we publish, mostly for the first time in 

our new book, are moving, charming, well-wrought and informative.1  

 

     The idea began to emerge of publishing 

these poems, both in their own right and as 

a rich resource for Tyndall scholars, 

revealing as they do the personal context of 

his early life and its emotional 

underpinnings. The majority of the poems 

date from the 1840s and 1850s, when 

Tyndall was in his 20s and 30s, and before 

he was engaged in scientific research. Yet 

they reveal already a lively interest in his 

social and physical surroundings, and a use 

of scientific terminology in a striking way 

 
1 Jackson, Roland, Nicola Jackson and Daniel Brown, The Poetry of John Tyndall. Forthcoming 
2020. (London: UCL Press). 
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within the poetic form: he writes of chlorine, bromine, light rays, gas and 

atoms for example.  

      The project emerged as a multidisciplinary 

one. Following the publication of Roland 

Jackson’s new biography of Tyndall, The 

Ascent of John Tyndall,2 Nicola Jackson (also a 

Club member) came on board and assisted in 

transcribing the last of the poems, using a 

format established through the Tyndall 

Correspondence Project for which Roland is a 

general editor. In initial discussions we began 

to identify emergent themes and to plan ways 

of working. We read the poems in the context 

of the biography, which gives temporal and 

social settings to the poetic work.  We also 

realised that although we had skills in science, 

the history of science and poetry—Nicola was undertaking a postgraduate 

degree in writing poetry  and along the way publishing a first prize-winning 

poetry collection,3— we needed an academic  literature specialist on board. 

We were delighted when the well-known 

scholar of Victorian literature and science, 

Professor Daniel Brown of Southampton 

University, agreed to join us in our endeavours. 

We squeezed in a couple of days of discussions 

concerning the direction and shape the book 

could take, enjoying bringing together our 

different interests and areas of expertise. The 

first tasks were to gather a complete set of all 

the poems, to read these intensively, to embed 

their contents into our thinking, and to work 

from there. This has been a richly creative 

process, and enabled a piece of work more 

multi-faceted than any one of us would have 

produced.    

 
2Jackson, Roland, The Ascent of John Tyndall. 2019. (Oxford: Oxford University Press). 
3 Jackson, Nicola, Difficult Women. 2018. (Devon: Indigo Press).  

https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-ascent-of-john-tyndall-9780198788959?cc=gb&lang=en&
https://www.indigodreams.co.uk/nicola-jackson/4594354275
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-ascent-of-john-tyndall-9780198788959?cc=gb&lang=en&
https://www.indigodreams.co.uk/nicola-jackson/4594354275
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     The structure we settled on is simple: we publish all 76 of the extant poems, 

almost all for the first time, and transcribed from Tyndall’s own handwritten 

versions. We front this with an extensive introduction, exploring their context, 

their forms and influences, his early poems and his self-fashioning, combining 

elements of all our writing. In his youth he wrote often of Ireland, his 

birthplace, and the politics and history of his surroundings. Thus in ‘The 

Leighlin “Orators”—or, The Late Repeal Meeting’, written on 12 October 1841, 

he writes: 

 

What sounds are these which strong and clear 

Strike full upon my ravished ear? 

‘Tis freedom—bursting from the night 

Of ages, sheds her glorious light 

O’er Erin’s undulating plains 

Her cloud-capped hills and mouldering fanes!  

List! Carlow list! while young ONeill 

Vociferated—Repeal!—Repeal!4 

 

     In ‘Landlord and Tenant’, written in 1841, he explores the relationship 

between the two in Ireland, with their different religious affiliations. His 

journal at the time made several references to this, particularly during the 

Great Famine after the failure of the potato crop. 

 

     The poems often address his intimate social world. Our discussion finds new 

insights into Tyndall’s close relationships with other young male friends. His 

more constrained relationships with women are amply illustrated, a topic of 

much contemporary speculation and used by his enemies to ridicule him and 

belittle his science during the 1860s and 1870s, when he was at his height as a 

public figure. We explore the themes of women as perceived disruptors of 

male intellectual endeavour, and of his attitudes to women and class. His 

writing of his romantic engagements, both real and imaginary, is touching and 

vivid, and illustrative of his maturing emotional life. The potential embedded in 

the formality of any romantic approach at that time, for embarrassing 

misunderstandings, is amply illustrated. Other poems memorialise departed 

figures, such as ‘On the Death of Dean Bernard’ from 1850: 

 
4 ‘The Leighlin “Orators”’, Carlow Sentinel, 16 October 1841, p. 3 
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Gone to return no more 

Guide of my youth, my counsellor, my friend! 

…. 

The mild eye quenched eternally—extinct! 

Infinite distance in a moment spread 

Twixt him and me. A stupor steeps my sense, 

My soul reels baffled from the vain attempt 

To solve all this—Almighty, what is man?5 

  

     What emerges time and again in these poems is a deep engagement with 

nature and landscape, both as a source of wonder and of emotional and 

intellectual nourishment and reflection. In ‘Alp Lusgen’, named for and written, 

late in his life, at the flowery meadow above Belalp where he and his wife 

Louisa built the eponymous chalet where they spent nearly every summer for 

the rest of their married life, we find: 

The sun has cleared the hills, quenching the flush  

Of orient crimson with excess of light.  

The long grass quivers in the morning air  

Without a sound; yet each particular blade  

Hymns its own song, had we but ears to hear.  

 

….. 

 

Steep fall the meadows to the vale in slopes  

Of freshest green, scarred by the humming streams,  

And darkened here and there by clouds of pine.  

Unplanted groves ! whose pristine seeds, they say,  

Were sown amid the flames of nascent stars.6  

 

     Many of his most beautiful verses address nature directly, or use the natural 

world as metaphor for feelings and emotions. His writing is rich with classical 

and historical allusions, and stands as a mark of an emerging figure of the 

establishment as he worked his meritocratic way into the upper echelons of 

 
5 ‘On the Death of Dean Bernard’, Carlow Sentinel, 13 April 1850, p. 4 
6 From ‘The Alps: A Fragment’, Pall Mall Gazette (16 August 1881), p. 10  
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society. His religious and philosophical ‘tendencies’ are well marked in these 

writings.  

     Other poems are humorous and evocative of his daily life, including the 

marvellous and lengthy ‘Ballad of the Isle of Wight’. As we write in our 

introduction, the ballad, written on 1 July 1856, is ‘an epic doggerel narrative 

poem, with overtones of otherworldliness as well as comedy, it is nevertheless 

a detailed record of a day of rest and relaxation in the Victorian era’. Others 

provide vivid pictures of the early days of his career, as a surveyor for the 

Ordnance Survey, and the group of professional young men he found himself 

among. 

     During his lifetime Tyndall was known not as a poet but as a writer of 

beautifully poetic prose. We explore the use of such lyrical language and of 

poetry citations in Tyndall’s scientific writing. We contrast Tyndall’s idea of the 

scientific imagination with more familiar canonical ideas of the poetic 

imagination. We consider the use that Tyndall makes of poetry in 

communicating his science to his peers. 

     Tyndall was terrifically well-read. He was familiar with the works of Percy 

Bysshe Shelley, John Keats, Lord Byron, William Wordsworth, William Cowper, 

Thomas Campbell, Robert Burns, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Samuel Taylor 

Coleridge, and, particularly Alfred Tennyson. His favourite Tennyson poems 

were ‘Sir Galahad’, ‘The Lotus Eaters’, ‘Ulysses’, ‘The Vision of Sin’, and 

especially ‘Oenone’. Indeed his interest was probably kindled by his mother, 

who often recited poetry to him on their walks together, and he read much in 

his youth. He would commit long pieces to memory to recite to himself while 

walking. 

     This extensive knowledge and love of the canon is illustrated by direct 

reference in his work, by allusions and modelling of his verse form, and by 

work which is derivative from it. The interface with his scientific writing is 

introduced in the book, both in his vivid lyrical style when writing and lecturing 

of scientific matters, and in the many poetic epigrams he uses to head up his 

prose work.  

     Finally we address his final and best-known poem ‘A Morning on Alp 

Lusgen’, quoted above, closing with a new analysis which compares different 

published versions and manuscript drafts held by the Royal Institution. These 

reveal different aspects of his philosophy and the romantic pantheism of his 
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beliefs towards the end of his life. The poem emerges towards the end of the 

century after a gap of many years, in which his scientific work, professional 

social life and his scientific writing were all-consuming and he wrote little 

poetry. Despite the lens of scholarship having previously been directed to this 

poem, we believe that we offer new insights which cast fascinating light on his 

inner beliefs and expressed views. 

     Our book, The Poetry of John Tyndall by Roland Jackson, Nicola Jackson and 

Daniel Brown will be published in December 2020, by UCL Press. We are 

pleased that, thanks to the Press, it will be available for free access online, and 

also in hardback and paperback format. At the time of writing, we are much 

looking forward to seeing the cover design. 

 

STOP PRESS! 
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The lexicographical incident room, by John Simpson 

 

The Incident Room in-tray has been swamped this month with questions about 

language, prompted by our discussion of furlough in the last issue. So this time, 

here is a selection from our mail bags (that’s a slight exaggeration)… 

 

Q: Am I the only person to shiver whenever I hear the expression “going 

forward”, replacing “in future”, “in due course”, or simply “next”? 

A: You are in good company. Even though I am 

supposed, professionally, to be 100% objective I 

experience a sinking feeling when I hear “going 

forward”. By way of a diversion, “that sinking feeling” 

was popularised by an old Bovril ad. 

“Going forward” grew out of American business and 

marketing jargon in the mid 70s. The earliest known 

reference so far comes from Bert Lance, in 1976. The 

following year Bert Lance became President Jimmy 

Carter’s Director of the Office of Management and Budget, so arguably was in 

a good position to peddle mumbojumbo. He is also renowned for coining, or at 

least bringing to public notice, the modern proverb “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix 

it”. Which might apply equally to inventing new idioms like “going forward”. 

 

Q: These days we might talk about a “huge” football match, when in the past 

we would just have said it was “important” or perhaps “crucial”. Why? 

A: Language continually changes as people strive to find new and more exciting 

ways to say the same thing. It gets them noticed, and sometimes their creation 

becomes mainstream, until someone else comes along with something 

brighter and shinier. Huge has been part of English since the Old English 

period, and nothing very much has happened to it since the 16th century 

(when it gave rise to hugeous and hugesome). Then in the twentieth century its 

turn came around… It may be a motivating force behind humungous, as people 

sought for a new word for ginormous. And then in the 1970s and 1980s (to my 

memory) we started hearing the football commentator Barry Davies saying 



P a g e  | 55 

 

A Library Committee Publication 
 

that some match was “hugely entertaining” or that a particularly player was 

“hugely experienced”. There will be other instances from the time too, but that 

was the one I remember as seeping into the public consciousness, and leading 

to a preference for “huge” for “crucial”. But don’t worry: it will pass. 

 

Q: What is the “new normal”? 

A: As usual, that is a question well beyond the realms of the mere 

lexicographer, who can only put some context on the expression. According to 

the latest research, the “new normal” is an issue that has been tormenting 

economists since at least 1922, when Agricultural Economist Professor 

Benjamin Horace Hibbard of the University of Wisconsin used the pages of the 

Quarterly Journal of Economics to discuss the good fortune to strike Wisconsin 

farmers in the spring of 1917. For whatever reason, they found that they could 

still produce their crops for the same price as usual, but that the prices they 

were receiving for them at market were skyrocketing. 

     Enter the professor, to deflate the Wisconsin farmers’ celebrations:  

“The abnormal condition may last for a few years, and the tendency to 

return to the former balance may never be more than partially realized. 

That is to say, the abnormal situation may persist until it becomes a new 

normal.” (Quarterly Journal of Economics, 1922, p. 659) 

     This simply reiterates the truism that there is nothing new under the sun, 

that the new normal won’t necessarily be the same as the old normal, and that 

people have used the phrase “new normal” to express that for around a 

hundred years. 

 

Q: There has been some discussion in the pages of The Times recently over 

which is the longest word in the English language. Can we have a definitive 

ruling? 

A: Yes, and no. No lexicographical ruling is ever definitive, because the 

language is constantly changing or, as Barry Davies would probably have said, 

the goalposts are constantly on the move. 
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     But there is no doubt that the longest word in the first edition of the Oxford 

English Dictionary was floccinaucinihilipilification, first recorded in a letter 

written by the poet and landscape gardener William Shenstone in 1741: 

“I loved him for nothing so much as his flocci-nauci-nihili-pili-fication of 

money” 

Robert Southey and Walter Scott jumped on the bandwagon with the word 

and were early adopters of the word too: it’s a jokey expression meaning “the 

action or habit of estimating as worthless”. Soon enough it had found its way 

onto a t-shirt: 

 

 

 

Not to be outdone, the forces of darkness created longer words. First there 

was pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanokoniosis, invented – so they say – 

by an inveterate American puzzler in 1935, and carrying the portentous 

meaning “a lung disease caused by the inhalation of very fine sand and ash 

dust”. 
 

Please count the number of letters yourself. I’ve done so countless times 

before, but haven’t kept a record and probably get a different number each 

time. Perhaps I can add to the mix Mary Poppins’s own creation 

supercalifragilisticexpialidocious, itself the subject of an old copyright case 

fought by Disney. Mary Poppins’s film dates from 1964, and yet 
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supercaliflawjalisticexpialadoshus can demonstrably be shown to exist in print 

elsewhere in 1931. Make up your own mind. 

According to my close friend Mr Wikipedia the longest word in French is 

anticonstitutionnellement –  which is a bit feeble, as we have already produced 

the slightly longer antidisestablishmentarianism, without even flexing a 

muscle. 
 

You'd expect German to have an even longer word, as it is in the business of 

piling word elements up into compounds. Let's ask Mrs Wikipedia this time... 

 

Yes, she says that the longest word "ever written" in German is  

Donaudampfschifffahrtselektrizitätenhauptbetriebswerkbauunterbeamtengese

llschaft, which most of you will recognise as the "Association for Subordinate 

Officials of the Head Office Management of the Danube Steamboat Electrical 

Services". 

 

As you will imagine, this longest-word business is a bit of a game, and any of 

these can be trumped by strings of chemical compounds pressed into service 

as a single word. 

 

Q. What does Covid-19 stand for? 

A. Thank you. A sensible question at last. Covid-19 is short for Coronovirus 

Disease 2019, or, put more simply, it is a Coronovirus Disease first discovered 

in 2019. It is, though, rather puzzling that some people pronounce it as if it 

were spelt Covvid-19. 
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The Dreyfus Affair: Evidence from the Club’s Pamphlet 

Collection, by Mike Shaw 

 

The Dreyfus Affair has attracted an avalanche of writing and many conflicting 

theories, expressed in articles, books, plays, and even films, both in France, 

where the action was centred, and elsewhere around the world. I would like to 

concentrate on the version of the story provided by the Athenæum’s own 

pamphlet collection. This is almost entirely from the Dreyfusard camp, where 

anti-Dreyfusard arguments are really only characterised to be demolished. 

Unless we have secretly disposed of all anti-Dreyfusard pamphlets 

subsequently, it is clear where our members’ sympathies lay at the time. Public 

opinion in this country at the turn of the nineteenth century was also almost 

entirely with Dreyfus. 

 

The events as they unfolded 

Let us remind ourselves of the events of the Affair. In 1894 Captain Alfred 

Dreyfus, a wealthy Alsatian Jew who had passed out of the École de Guerre 

eighth in his class –  which entitled him to a posting as a young officer-trainee 

on the General Staff –  was found guilty on the 

evidence of an handwritten, undated, 

unsigned bordereau (or memo) of spying for 

Germany. Aged 35, he was transported to 

solitary confinement for life on Devil’s Island, 

off the coast of French Guinea. He is described 

as living on scraps and rancid pork; his teeth 

rotted, his manacles and chains gave rise to 

scabs and infected wounds, and he was 

dangerously emaciated and suffered from 

fevers and hallucinations. He was guarded and 

watched perpetually by men who were 

forbidden to speak to him. A palisade was 

built round his cell so that he could see 

nothing. He all but lost the power of speech. 

He was expected to die.

 

Captain Alfred Dreyfus, at the time of 

the Affair (Wikipedia: public domain) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Dreyfus#/media/File:Alfred_Dreyfus_(1859-1935).jpg
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     But he was entirely innocent. The real traitor, Esterhazy, was tried but the 

blatantly rigged court martial acquitted him. After this outrage Zola published 

J’Accuse, an open letter to the President of France, accusing the Army of a 

cover-up. Zola was prosecuted, convicted and fined. He fled to exile in England 

to escape punishment. It took months before events began to move in 

Dreyfus’s favour. In August 1898 Colonel Henry, an intelligence officer, slit his 

own throat in a military prison when evidence of his forgeries, aiming to keep 

Dreyfus in prison, were uncovered. These sensational revelations, all 

documented in detail in our collection, began to shift public opinion.  

 

     By then the case was a national and international 

scandal – the British Ambassador was required to send 

weekly reports to London. The American President and 

the Pope were kept personally informed – but it still 

took many months before Dreyfus was brought back 

for a retrial which, it was hoped, would end the 

matter. It didn’t. Despite all the evidence of his 

innocence and a confession from Esterhazy, a second 

court martial at Rennes found him guilty again. Only a 

pardon from the President of the Republic, coupled 

with an amnesty to everybody involved in the Affair, 

set Dreyfus free in September 1899.  This was hardly a 

triumph for Right over Wrong. Much of the country 

remained anti-Dreyfusard; the Army never 

acknowledged its error and the chief conspirators 

were given amnesty. Dreyfus was only fully 

rehabilitated in 1906. 

 

The Club’s collection of Dreyfus pamphlets 

The Club purchased our Dreyfus pamphlet collection in 1896, 1897 and 1899, 

and another tranche was added in 1901.1 Interestingly, these are dates that 

mark points of increased activity and public interest in the Affair. As our 

Librarian, Kay Walters, notes: “Members obviously wanted to be kept 

informed of the case, as it was happening, and had the foresight to realise that 

 
1 I am very grateful to Jennie de Protani, our archivist, for going through the minute books to unearth these 
dates. 

Esterhazy as caricatured 

by Jean Baptiste Guth in 

Vanity Fair, May 1898 

(Wikipedia: public domain) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferdinand_Walsin_Esterhazy#/media/File:Ferdinand_Walsin_Esterhazy_Vanity_Fair_26_May_1898.jpg
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this would be an important case for posterity, and had the items bound up and 

preserved together as a collection.” 

 

     When I gave this talk at a Library Lunch at the Club in 2011, it was 

accompanied by an exhibition in the South Library and the Drawing Room, 

arranged by the Librarian. The polemic was suddenly made more vivid, 

especially in the cartoons the affair generated. The cartoons were frequently 

savage, and some were both crude and rude. They documented the petit-bleu 

telegram, the handwritten bordereau or memo, that listed the information the 

spy intended to pass to Count Schwartzkoppen, the German military attaché in 

Paris. Also depicted were the veiled lady, probably Colonel Du Paty de Clam, an 

officer on the General Staff in drag, who would seemingly stop at nothing to 

prove Dreyfus guilty. The cartoons show the extent and viciousness of anti-

Semitism and the strength and style of the passions engendered by the Affair.  

They also portrayed the journalists. The Press was crucial both in sending 

Dreyfus to Devil’s Island – witness the inflammatory articles in La Libre Parole – 

and in rehabilitating him later. The Press was both saint and sinner. Our 

collection of pamphlets shows the way it developed both as a weapon of truth, 

but also as a vehicle for slander and fanaticism. 

 

 
Anti-Dreyfusard cartoons (1898 and L'Anti-Prussien , 9 October 1898) 

     We should not be surprised – although I was rather daunted – that we have 

nearly one hundred pamphlets and other material on the Dreyfus affair. It 

caught the attention of every major country throughout the world. It must 

http://www.dreyfus.culture.fr/en/multimedia/media-type6-html-Cartoon_of_Captain_Dreyfus.htm
http://www.dreyfus.culture.fr/en/multimedia/media-type6-html-1898_cartoon_against_the_review.htm
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have dominated discussions here in the Club, not least because of the riveting 

drama – you couldn’t have invented it, with an Army intelligence officer in 

false beard and spectacles colluding with a traitor in a public park – but also 

because, in holding up a mirror to society, it raised general issues of Truth and 

Justice. It was prophetic of issues to trouble Europe in the following century. 

 

The influence of the Press in the affairs of the nation 

Perhaps for the first time, writers and the Press exercised a major influence on 

the political life of a nation. It was not the politicians, lawyers and senators 

who exposed the miscarriage of justice, it was the Press. Pierre Miquel writes, 

“At every stage … the Press was more or less to be found … It took the place of 

official justice, the police and Parliament itself … It was the Press which made 

of the Dreyfus case the Dreyfus Affair and then the Dreyfus myth.”  

 

     There is seemingly no end to the list of writings 

which played a role in documenting and analysing 

the Affair, and most of these articles were 

collected together by the authors and published 

in volume form as cheap and pretty poorly 

produced pamphlets. This is what the Club 

purchased: works by Bernard Lazare, Joseph 

Reinach, Émile Duclaux, Yves Guyot, Jacques 

Bahar, Urbain Gohier, Paul Marin, Louis Havet, 

Henri Varennes, Georges Clemenceau, Jean 

Jaurès , Auguste Scheurer-Kestner, and even 

Émile Zola. We have the letters of Dreyfus 

himself. The pamphlet collection shows that the 

journalists of the affair were most often writers 

or politicians who found in the Press the most 

effective means of reaching their public. The 

Press was the great victor of the Affair and 

emerged as a power within the liberal framework of a restored parliamentary 

democracy.  

 

Jacques Bahar - Wikipedia: public 

domain 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Bahar#/media/File:Jacques_Bahar.jpg


P a g e  | 62 

 

A Library Committee Publication 
 

     However, we are not dealing with the Press of a kind we know today, a kind 

of News International. At the height of the affair, La Libre Parole, on the right, 

was publishing editions with a circulation of 100,000; Le Figaro, a newspaper of 

the centre, was publishing editions of 40,000, and L’Aurore, which was from 

the republican left, ran editions of 25,000, except for its special edition of 

J’Accuse. On the other hand, the Dreyfusard Press had eleven dailies in Paris 

and seventeen in all of France, and reached only 11% of readers in Paris and 

15% in France. 

 

     Nor are we dealing with what we mean today by public opinion. It has been 

observed that we are really only dealing with the middle class of the day, and 

that they were really only interested in maintaining order and tranquillity. The 

revision of the Dreyfus case would have been impossible so long as it was 

perceived as a form of disorder. Until 1898 our pamphlets could be seen as 

preaching disorder by criticising the politicians and the chiefs of the Army.  

 

     But we are also dealing with the collective 

involvement of intellectuals in the life of the State. It 

was in the Dreyfus Affair that they intervened as a 

group. Miquel writes: “Thought itself was becoming 

aware that, in a democracy, it too was powerful.” The 

Dreyfusard pamphleteers comprised numerous 

intellectuals who until then had not been involved in 

political action at all. Scientists, particularly, had 

seemed averse to taking part in political affairs. 

 

     This is reflected in our collection. For example, in 

Les Étapes d’un Intellectuel, Albert Réville records conversations with an 

eminent intellectual, who for fear of reprisals wished to remain anonymous. It 

is clear that Mr X has never been involved or demonstrated any interest in 

political activity before; that he was ordinarily a shy, private man, patriotic and 

a supporter of the Army. However, Mr X’s very love of France, of Truth and 

Justice and his intellectual training forces him to make his opinions known. Mr 

X is outraged that so much was written and decided before the accused had 

been tried, even before the court martial had been convened; that General 

Mercier in effect ordered, as War Minister and the senior general, that Dreyfus 

be found guilty, without providing a shred of evidence; that this is reported 
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without comment by the Press and that the suggestion of there being a 

widespread conspiracy, also involving civilians, was accepted as fact –  again 

without evidence being offered. 

 

The social background to the Affair 

What is the context of our pamphlets? There was massive fear and hatred of 

Germany in France, which had suffered a traumatic defeat at the end of the 

Franco-Prussian war. In the words of de Gaulle, never known for 

understatement, “An immense disaster, a desperate peace, a series of losses 

that nothing could compensate, the State without stability, no army other than 

that just freed from the prisons of the enemy, two provinces confiscated, 

millions to be paid, the conqueror garrisoned in fully a quarter of the territory, 

the capital streaming with the blood of a civil war, Europe inclined to irony or 

indifference…”. It was, if you like, their 9/11 writ large. From this situation 

arose the army of revenge. The renovated Army gradually became a hugely 

attractive force. “Never in our history”, wrote Giradet, “was the prestige of 

military officers valued so highly…”. 

 

     It was this renewed interest that attracted 

to military careers an increasing number of 

men from the aristocracy and from the 

conservative and Catholic bourgeoisie. 

Starting in 1873, a large-scale economic 

depression ravaged rural France, reducing the 

value of land and driving many of the sons of 

landowners and farmers into the Army.  Our 

pamphlets draw attention to this: to the large 

number of Bonapartist and monarchist 

generals and to the growing influence of the 

Jesuits in the Army. Indeed Gohier, in his 

pamphlet Les Prétoriens et la Congrégation 

(1900), goes for “the full Monty” and 

suggested that the General Staff was entirely 

in the hands of the Jesuits, who intended to drive all Jews from the Army; that 

General de Boisdeffre, chief of the General Staff, consulted his confessor about 

all Army promotions and appointments.  
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     The pamphlets tackle another anxiety in the Republic: What was the place 

of the Army in a democracy based on universal suffrage, and a parliamentary 

system?  At the core of the pamphlets, one sees a major debate over 

obedience, hierarchy and authority. Should the tradition of silent discipline be 

called into question? 

 

     In 1855, General Galliffet defined the military spirit as “the voluntary death 

of the will, in which survives obedience alone”. “Obedience was the living law 

for the soldier; without it there was no army.” Paul Déroulède wrote of the 

Army as the embodiment of bravery, an Army which protected the “pride of 

the French name”, and which would prepare the Nation for a war of revenge; 

since it protected the nation’s fervour, was it not identical with France herself?  

And was it not, in the accomplishment of its mission, above the rules of justice, 

even above its laws? The Honour of the Army and the survival of France 

seemed the same thing. 

 

     This was the Army that Dreyfus joined. He saw he was wealthier than, but 

not as aristocratic as, his brother officers. He had a wife and family. Our 

pamphlets show that he didn’t suffer fools gladly; but he had an unfortunate, 

thin voice; he was reserved, aloof and un-clubbable. What he did not see, or as 

an assimilated Jew did not want to see, was the increasing strength of anti-

Semitism described in our collection.  

 

     Since the Revolution, France had been the only country not to discriminate 

against Jews. They were full citizens, entitled to exercise any trade, with full 

access to French culture. The Revolution, wrote Rabbi Kahn of Nimes, “is our 

exodus from Egypt…our modern Passover”. In return, the Rabbi of Avignon 

urged his congregation, “Let us be worthy children of France.” Bernard Lazare, 

the radical writer, pointed out that this did not mean that anti-Judaic 

prejudices, nurtured by Christianity since its origin, had been dispelled. For a 

large number of Catholics and for the majority of the clergy, the Jews remained 

the people of “deicide”.  

 

     Round about 1880 in France, anti-Judaism began to evolve into anti-

Semitism and the tide continued to rise throughout the rest of the century. 

“The hostility against the Jews,” wrote Lazare in 1894 in his pamphlet 

L'antisemitisme: son histoire et ses causes, “which was formerly rooted in 
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sentiment, now became philosophical … Anti-Judaism had become anti-

Semitism.” The Republic seemed to be threatened. Only a vast conspiracy, 

what was called The Syndicate, organised and financed by Jews worldwide, 

could explain the decadence of the times.  

 

     Édouard Drumont wrote, “A wanderer, the Jew was without a homeland. A 

merchant, he was removed from the soil. He loved money not war… He 

flourished in a venal parliamentary democracy. This land was not his, these 

ancestors were not his.” And since what was called for was a culprit, Judas 

seemed born to the role. “That Dreyfus is capable of treason I deduce from his 

race,” Maurice Barrès argued. Jacques Bahar in Le Traitre declared, “But finally, 

this loathsome Jew is a miserable traitor, he was a German in disguise, never 

would he have been condemned if he had not been guilty. No Dreyfus is not, 

could not be innocent.” 

 

     Dreyfus was found guilty, behind closed doors, 

by the judges of the court martial only after they 

had been shown in chambers a secret dossier, not 

shown to the accused, which resolved their 

doubts. Outraged at the extent of anti-Jewish 

hatred of Dreyfus and at this miscarriage of 

justice, Lazare wrote in 1897 Une Erreur 

Judiciaire. It gives a savage and forensic analysis 

of the whole way the Dreyfus case had been 

bungled; the way justice had been perverted to 

protect the honour of the Army and the 

reputation of the General Staff.  

 

     Lazare argued that French anti-Semitism was in no way an aberration, but 

that it was now institutionalised in French society. We have five of the most 

important of Lazare’s articles, including one with detailed analysis of Dreyfus’s 

and Esterhazy’s handwriting, letter by letter, word by word, with special 

attention to punctuation to prove who wrote the bordereau. He brought the 

intellectuals and their opponents into the argument.  It explains why so many 

of our pamphlets are grounded in the cultural world, where virtually everyone 

is concerned with the interplay of reason and unreason, and intellect and 

instinct. Almost all embraced the negative, destructive implications of 
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evolutionary theory, and were fascinated by myth and magic. Indeed, Mathieu 

Dreyfus, Alfred’s elder brother and one of the driving forces of the pro-Dreyfus 

campaign, regularly consulted a clairvoyant, and Drumont wore a mandrake 

root round his neck to ward off Jewish evil.  

 

     Both sides appealed to history and myth; mobilised the language of religion 

and science. Jews, Protestants, Catholics alike all 

referred in their writings to the religious struggles of 

the Ancien Regime. The occult and spiritualism 

impinged on nationalism, and both sides borrowed 

across the science/religion divide. The Left spoke of 

Lucie and Alfred Dreyfus as the mater dolorosa and 

Christ respectively, while the Right celebrated the 

Army’s chief forger, Henry, as a martyr to the cause. 

The blood from his own throat wound was collected 

and believed to have miraculous properties. Charles 

Maurras, the founder of Action Française, wanted his 

razor to become a sacred relic. 

 

Zola’s intervention: J’Accuse! 

The Affair may have started as the business of the elite, but Émile Zola changed 

all that. Following Esterhazy’s acquittal, and the imprisonment of Colonel 

Georges Picquart, the head of military intelligence who had blown the whistle 

and done so much to prove Dreyfus’s innocence, Zola was stung into action.   

 

     Zola was already a bestselling author of wealth and world renown. He 

realised that there was nothing more to be expected from legal options, that 

the only recourse was public opinion. With total scorn for prudence, without 

any judicial precautions, in straightforward, striking vernacular prose, which is 

compelling stuff, Zola simplified the whole case to bring to light the crimes of 

the General Staff. It offended most of his regular readership who, by and large, 

were from the anti-Dreyfusard middle class. It would end his hope of joining 

the Académie Française. 

 

 

Charles Maurras c1908 – 

Wikipedia: public domain 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Charles_Maurras_vers_1908.jpg
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     Without waiting for Esterhazy’s acquittal, in a furious bout of work over two 

nights Zola sent a draft to Ernest Vaughan of L’Aurore, and on the evening of 

Esterhazy’s acquittal gave a reading of the final draft to its staff. It was 

Clemenceau who came up with the spectacular title J’Accuse. A special edition 

was made, placards were posted and an astonishing 300,000 copies of L’Aurore 

were printed and spread through the streets by the exceptional employment 

of several hundred news-criers. On 13 January 1898 Paris received like a 

lightning bolt, J’Accuse …!, Lettre au Président de la République by Émile Zola. It 

was “the greatest day of the Affair”.  
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     Zola accused every single one of the top generals, from the Minister of War 

down to the so-called handwriting experts who had examined the bordereau. 

“I have neither rancour nor hatred for them. They are for me no more than 

entities, spirits of social malfeasance … I have but one passion: for seeing the 

light, in the name of humanity … My fiery protest is but the cry of my soul. Let 

me be brought then before a criminal court and let the investigation be 

conducted in the light of day!” 

 

     Reinach noted what he called “the terrible penetration” with which Zola 

denounced the esprit de corps in the “holy Ark”, the crimes committed and 

covered up in order to “save the compromised General Staff”. 

 

 
 

     In Zola’s words: “We are told of the honour of the army and asked to love 

and respect it. Well, yes. To be sure, the army which would rise at the first 

threat, which would defend the French soil, is the whole of the people, and we 

have nothing but tenderness and respect for it. But they are not talking about 

that army, whose dignity, in our insistence on justice, is precisely what we 

want. They are talking about the sabre, the master they may well impose on us 

tomorrow. And as for devoutly kissing the sabre’s tip, by God, No!” 

 

     Dreyfusism was now a moral cause and a Republican duty. But the Army 

would have none of it. General Billot protested “Never have the great military 

chiefs been more respectful of the law.” Jules Méline, the Prime Minister, 

surrendered. Zola was tried twice (we have the transcripts), found guilty, really 

on a technicality, and had to flee to England to escape punishment. 

 

The denouement: retrial and eventual acquital 

In 1898 Jean Jaurès, a leading Dreyfusard and a member of the Chamber of 

Deputies, published the highly important and hugely influential Les Preuves, 

based on a collection of articles, which we have, written originally for La Petite 
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République. It was a detailed review of all the evidence, the chaos of the 

enquiry, the inconsistencies, lies and bad faith. This pamphlet led to a vote in 

the chamber to have the Dreyfus case heard by the Supreme Court of Appeals 

and on 3 June 1899 this overturned the verdict of 1894 and a new court 

martial was ordered. Zola returned to France on 5 June and Dreyfus left Devil’s 

Island on 9 June. 

 

     His second trial opened at Rennes on 7 

August, in front of a massive gathering of the 

world’s press. By August 1899 there was 

scarcely one foreign country that was not 

passionately involved in the Affair. 

Newspapers from everywhere sent their 

best journalists to Rennes. There was 

Marguerite Durand of the all-female 

newspaper, La Fronde.  The London Daily 

Mail sent G. W. Steevens, sometime Fellow 

of Balliol and the renowned war 

correspondent, The Times, W. R. Fullerton. 

Several crowned heads had sent their 

private observers and Lord Russell of Killowen, the Lord Chief Justice of 

England, was sent on behalf of Queen Victoria. It was a worldwide sensation. 

Rennes was packed to bursting point. Security was intense. 

 

     Maurice Barrès wrote in Le Journal “The choice is clear: Dreyfus or our 

principal leaders.” Dreyfus’s friends were the Nation’s enemies. “They insult 

everything that is dear to us, … their plot is dividing and disarming France.” On 

9 September, by five votes to two, Dreyfus was found guilty, but a majority 

declared that there were extenuating circumstances, whatever that was meant 

to mean. “France is Saved” was the headline in Rochefort’s  L’Intransigeant. 

“The innocent condemned,” proclaimed L’Aurore. It was Joseph Reinach, in Le 

Siècle of 11 September, who first proposed a Pardon, “shredding a military 

judgement as soon as it was rendered, before the ink could dry”. On 19 

September 1899, President Loubet signed a pardon for Dreyfus. Zola wrote, 

L’Affaire Dreyfus: La Vérité en Marche in 1901. On 6 April 1903, in the Chamber 

of Deputies, Jaurès called for the reopening of the Dreyfus case. On 12 July the 
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Court of Appeal declared the Rennes verdict null and void and Dreyfus 

innocent. 

 

     In the spring of 1901, Dreyfus and Reinach had celebrated the publication of 

their very different histories of the Affair. Recounting every intrigue that had 

led to the Captain’s arrest, Reinach’s massive five volumes, which we have in 

the library, introduced all the players and described everything. It is still the 

authoritative account. 

 

Our Dreyfus pamphlet collection and contemporary resonances 

Dreyfus admitted that his own book would serve a different purpose and that 

it would contain none of the anecdotes that Reinach captured so  brilliantly. 

Referring to Robinson Crusoe, “whose single goal”, 

Dreyfus observed in good humour, “was to live on 

his island and who had good reason to describe his 

life there … I have another duty to fulfil …”. His 

duty, as he put it in his preface, was to “tell the 

story of … five years when I was cut off from the 

world of the living”. The Club bought a copy of Cinq 

Années de Ma Vie, which was an immediate 

success in France and elsewhere abroad. Dreyfus 

enjoyed his brief experience of being a writer, 

signing copies for friends and for the public. 

Eugène Pasquelle, the publisher of Reinach and 

Zola, thus completed an astonishing hat-trick of 

international bestsellers with Dreyfus’s own story. 

Dreyfus was, predictably, accused of cashing in on his treason. 

 

     We have the prison letters of Dreyfus, Lettres d’un innocent, in which he 

protests his certainty that he will be found innocent, together with his faith in 

the Army and in France, which he never lost. Above all, he shows his love of 

family and most especially of his children and of Lucie, his wife.  Love finds 

expression in every line. He wrote about their honour, their future, but never 

about their sufferings, never about God. However, he fails to understand or to 

see the wider or more general issues that fired many of his sympathisers, 

including those supporters of his cause who could not stand Dreyfus the man. 
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Our pamphlets, although supporting his case, frequently contain disparaging 

remarks about the cold, aloof Captain himself. 

 

     When I was reading our pamphlet collection, I was surprised how frequently 

contemporary resonances could be detected. Now, in France, it is not the clash 

between Catholics and Secularism: it is how to integrate a large immigrant and 

predominantly Islamic minority. Today, right-wing nationalists connect with 

some on the Left outraged by religious symbolism – headscarves and the veil – 

impinging on the secular world.  

 

     Perhaps we should not be tempted to think that the issues identified by the 

Dreyfus affair are firmly in our past. The malevolent persecution of Colonel 

Picquart belongs to a rich tradition of reprisals against whistle-blowers - think 

of David Kelly - who have the temerity to expose abuses of the law, to espouse 

standards higher than the group. Watergate, the War on Terror, and recent 

events involving some news organisations, with their excessive nationalistic 

fervour, fear of foreigners and longing for security, with their own illegal acts, 

their attacks on civil liberties and the rule of law, with their own Devil’s Island 

and dodgy bordereau, with their own leaks to the likes of La Libre Parole and 

the gutter press, are reminders enough. 

 

     We have seen miscarriages of justice and subsequent cover-ups in our own 

time, in the US and in the UK, exposed not by politicians, lawyers or the police 

but by the Washington Post, the Daily Telegraph and the Guardian. Perhaps 

this sort of thing tends to happen when the State, be it the Third Republic, or 

elsewhere, lacks faith in its elected politicians and the nation feels itself 

declining in some sense, with its values, its history and culture under threat. 

Perhaps we still need the dedication of a Mathieu Dreyfus, the integrity of 

Picquart, the energy of  Bernard Lazare and the pen of Zola when the usual 

institutions of the state, that are designed to protect us, are overwhelmed, or 

are misled by catastrophic events into thinking that individual liberty and 

justice can be laid aside. 
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‘Mere Blockheads’: A Victorian 

view of the Library Committee, 

by Christopher Wright 

 

 

Are there times when you feel frustrated beyond measure by your Library 

Committee? Perhaps you have recommended a book or a newspaper which 

they have somehow unaccountably failed to buy? Has some other decision 

they have taken driven you to distraction? Possibly they have deaccessioned 

your favourite periodical or committed some other abomination which makes 

you question their sanity? Do not feel concerned by the violence of such 

thoughts. There is no need. Your Victorian predecessors were there before 

you. One, in particular, made his feelings very clear. 

 

     Sir Frederic Madden (1801-73), Keeper of Manuscripts at the British 

Museum, has featured in the Gazette before. If you want posterity to take note 

of your views, keep a diary, though preferably not four million words long as 
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his is, and then bequeath it to the Bodleian or one of the country’s other great 

libraries. If they prove unwilling to accept it, as Irving Finkel explained in his 

Library Evening talk in April 2019, the Great Diary project will be happy to give 

it a home. 

     To be fair to Madden, the mid 1860s had not been kind to him. Even 

someone of a more equable disposition might have found them testing. In 

February 1865 his second surviving son, George, had died, aged only 24. 

Madden was heartbroken. The following year, his hated rival, Sir Anthony 

Panizzi, retired as Principal Librarian of the British Museum. Probably the only 

person to be surprised that Madden did not succeed him was Madden. In high 

dudgeon he himself retired. This meant that in November 1866 he had to 

move out of the Keepers’ Residences where he had lived for thirty years. He 

said bitterly that he never wished to set foot in the Museum again. He 

established himself in a house at St Stephen’s Square (now St Stephen’s 

Gardens), Westbourne Park. 

 

     While all this was going on, however, he was working on one of his greatest 

achievements, an edition of the Historia Anglorum, by the famous St Albans 

monk, Matthew Paris (d. 1259), largely based on the best witness, Paris’s own 

autograph manuscript, which was among the Royal Manuscripts in Madden’s 
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Department. It provides a history of England between 1070 and 1253. Richard 

Vaughan, the great twentieth-century Paris scholar, described Madden’s 

edition as ‘an important landmark in medieval studies … one of the finest of all 

those published in the Rolls Series, … it set a standard of careful accuracy and 

profound scholarship which has scarcely been equalled since.’ 

     The first two volumes, carrying the text up to 1245, were published in 1866. 

Madden was considerably aggrieved when early in January 1867 he received 

an officious letter from John Edwards, Secretary of the Public Record Office, 

demanding that the third and final volume be handed in by 31 March. He 

dispatched a tart reply. In the event, the Introduction to Volume III is dated 15 

January 1869 and it appeared later that year. (The pressmark of the Club 

Library copy is 79 C – DA 26 R7 44.)  

 

 
Oops (not a librarian’s error) 

     Part of the reason for the delay was the need to compile a Glossary of 

obscure Latin words and also the Index. For this, the entire text of Volume III 

needed to be set up. Madden began writing the slips for the Glossary on 3 May 

1867 and started work on the General Index the next day. Some of this work 
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was done in the Club Library. A Library visit was often also an occasion for 

gossip. For example, on 22 June he ran into William John Thoms there. Thoms, 

elected a member the year before, was Assistant Librarian of the House of 

Lords but best remembered today as the founder of Notes & Queries (1849). 

‘He informed me that the Revd Jos. Stevenson, successor of Turnbull, as 

Calendarer of Foreign State Papers, had gone over to Rome. Fool!’ One of the 

chief works Madden was consulting was not surprisingly the Glossarium Mediæ 

et Infimæ Latinitatis of Charles du Fresne, Sieur du Cange, though the Club’s 

existing copy postdates Madden’s time. Du Cange was a great seventeenth-

century French medievalist and philologist, much admired and often cited by 

Gibbon. 

     However, Madden’s work on Paris had also led him into the world of 

cartography. Not only did Paris’s Historia describe the Crusades, he was noted 

for the maps which he included in his works. The manuscript of the Historia 

famously contains an Itinerary Map of the route from London to Jerusalem. 

One of the contemporary authorities on medieval maps was a Portuguese exile 

living in Paris, the Visconde de Santarem. Many of them were reproduced in 

his World Atlas. If Santarem did not actually invent the concept of cartography, 

as he claimed, he certainly popularised it, and Madden quotes his Essai sur 

l'Histoire de la Cosmographie in his edition. Another scholar working in this 

field was Joachim Lelewel, a Polish exile in Brussels, who published in five 

volumes La Géographie du moyen âge in the 1850s. 

     Understandably, Madden thought the works of both these men important. 

However, when he visited the Club to consult them on 12 June, he made a 

startling discovery. ‘They have not got either Santarem or Lelewel’s works on 

Middle Age Geography. I shall write them down as Libri Desiderati.’ In August, 

he went into Barthes, a bookseller in Great Marlborough Street specialising in 

foreign titles, to enquire, only to be told that copies of works by Santarem and 

Lelewel had indeed been sent on approval to the Club but ‘after having been 

kept a week, they had been sent back, with a message that they were not 

wanted!!’ 

     Madden was apoplectic: ‘Is this the doing of the Library Committee? If so, 

they are mere blockheads, but I am not surprised at the proceeding, if my Lord 

Stanhope has had anything to do with it. I am vexed, however, at such a piece 

of foolery.’ ‘Blockhead’ was one of Madden’s favourite epithets. He had 

notoriously described Panizzi’s predecessor as Principal Librarian at the 
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Museum, Sir Henry Ellis (member of the Club 1830), as a ‘lick-spittle booby and 

blockhead’. It was, though, markedly unfair on Lord Stanhope. The fifth Earl 

was a distinguished literary figure, a Conservative Macaulay, described by Colin 

Matthew as ‘insufficiently speculative to be a great historian … [but] certainly a 

good one’. 

     Sir Frederic clearly persisted, because when he visited the Club Library on 12 

December Spencer Hall, the Librarian, told him that some of the works of 

Santarem and Lelewel he had recommended had at last been bought. It was 

not an entirely happy ending: ‘the other work (& most important) of Santarem, 

refused at first by the Committee, could not now be obtained, and the price 

asked was nearly double what was at first charged! It serves the Committee 

right,’ Madden fumed. 

     That the Library today holds the works of both men is clearly partly due to 

Sir Frederic. The moral of this tale would seem to be that if you recommend a 

book to the Library Committee for possible purchase for the Club Library – and 

you are cordially encouraged to do so – a little perseverance is required and, if 

you are going to call the Committee ‘blockheads’, it may be best to confine 

these thoughts solely to your diary. 
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The Screening Room: Rattigan at the National 

 

Our top selection for this week is Terence Rattigan’s The Deep Blue Sea, with 

Helen McCrory – a free lockdown screening from the National Theatre. 

 

 

 

“A brutal sense of loss and longing burns. Terence Rattigan’s devastating post-

war masterpiece contains one of the greatest female roles in contemporary 

drama.” 

 

Just over two hours of Rattigan. Skip the ads (unless you like them), and you’re 

in. 

 

Athenæum rating: stars and ticks 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uw68DjwzexU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uw68DjwzexU
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Pageantry and Politics, by Stephen Somerville 

 

 

In the 500th anniversary year of the Field of the Cloth of Gold, when 

King Henry VIII of England and King Francis I of France met in a summit 

of historic pomp and circumstance, Stephen Somerville recalls an 

extraordinary 20th-century encounter in the jungle of Indochina, also 

involving both pageantry and politics. 

 

 

“La grandeur seule sied a la grandeur” (“Greatness alone befits greatness”): 

with this grandiose welcome, Prince Sihanouk, ruler of Cambodia, invited 

President Charles de Gaulle of France to witness an epic pageant staged amid 

the ancient Buddhist temples of Angkor. 

     A spectacular Son et Lumière show in the jungle, the event combined royal 

entertainment and historical significance, set against the background of 

America’s Vietnam War. 

     The year was 1966.  Cambodia was a neutral island of peace in the heart of 

Indochina, but under threat. Just across the border in South Vietnam, 400,000 

American troops were fighting what Washington denounced as naked 

Communist aggression in Asia.  It was the hottest frontline of the Cold War.  

     I was a war correspondent at the time, Bureau Chief for Reuters news 

agency, based in Saigon. Out of the blue, I received an order from London 

headquarters to fly to sleepy Phnom Penh, capital of neighbouring Cambodia, 

to cover a brief state visit by President de Gaulle. 

     Why? Our reporting team was hard pressed handling the fighting in South 

Vietnam. “Never know what de Gaulle might say or do,” HQ replied.  

     The chance of visiting Cambodia was a rare attraction; there was no real 

news there in those days. It was unlikely I would get another opportunity.  I 

was happy to go. 

     President de Gaulle’s stopover in Cambodia turned out to be a news story in 

its own right. As always, the French leader had his own agenda. He was on a 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_I_of_France
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world tour from Djibouti and Addis Ababa via Phnom Penh to the French 

Pacific – where he would witness a test of France’s new atomic bomb – and on 

to the French Caribbean.  

     With his sense of history, de Gaulle had decided to use his visit to Cambodia 

to deliver a personal message to the United States. He was going to tell the 

Americans, bluntly, that they would not win the war in neighbouring Vietnam, 

whatever their manpower and technology. The French army had its own 

memory of defeat in Indochina: Dien Bien Phu in 1954. 

     Prince Sihanouk, desperate to preserve his country’s neutrality in a 

dangerous world, was only too pleased to offer a platform for de Gaulle’s 

peace initiative.  

 

 

First, though, the pageantry 

 

Cambodia’s welcome to President de Gaulle took the form of a celebration of 

the might and majesty of the Khmer Empire that ruled much of Indochina for 

centuries. The early evening spectacle was at Angkor, the holy site of a 

thousand temples dating from the 12th century, 150 miles north of Phnom 

Penh. The presidential party flew there from the capital. 

     Prince Sihanouk, mercurial master of ceremonies, producer and composer, 

introduced the proceedings from a rostrum, a diminutive figure beside his 

towering guest.   

      “Greatness alone befits greatness. It is therefore appropriate that 

Cambodia should welcome you among its people, alongside the Prince who 

embodies this ancient kingdom, and should conjure up before you from the 

depths of the night the most supremely beautiful and perfect of the temples of 

Asia: Angkor Wat,” the Prince declaimed dramatically, in perfect literary 

French, in an incongruously high-pitched voice. 

     As the sun set, hidden lighting revealed first the monumental, carved 

sandstone towers of Angkor Wat itself and then, gradually, a multitude of 

smaller temples half overgrown by the encroaching rain forest.  Regiments of 

soldiers wearing medieval Khmer costumes, holding giant parasols, marched in 

an exotic parade through the ruins. Caparisoned elephants and steeds, 
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musicians and dancing girls joined the procession.  Trumpets sounded and 

cymbals clashed. 

     General de Gaulle solemnly reviewed the troops.  Beside him, a tall 

Cambodian soldier stood on tiptoe, holding a delicate oriental sunshade over 

his head to shield him from the setting sun.  

 
Front and back covers of the printed copy of Prince Sihanouk’s speech 

     Foreign diplomats, national dignitaries and a few journalists were the guests 

of honour.   It was a memorable show, personally choreographed by Prince 

Sihanouk. Unique. 

 

 

Then, the politics 

 

President de Gaulle had been making no secret of his anxiety about the 

escalating conflict in Vietnam.  A recent meeting in Paris with Soviet leader 

Alexei Kosygin had convinced him it was a serious threat to world peace. He 

wanted to speak out. Phnom Penh would provide the pulpit.  

     The historic speech, on 1 September 1966, was as carefully stage-managed 

as the pageantry.  In advance, de Gaulle held a lengthy meeting in Phnom Penh 
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with the head of the North Vietnam delegation to Cambodia, Nguyen Thuong, 

who handed him a ‘message of friendship’ from President Ho Chi Minh. 

     The setting was strikingly symbolic. Phnom Penh was only a hundred miles 

from the South Vietnamese border. The capital’s giant sports stadium was 

packed with 100,000 spectators.  As the crowd waited for the guest speaker, 

massed rows of well-drilled schoolchildren were busy flipping coloured cards 

into patterns, including the blue and red Cambodian flag with its stylised image 

of Angkor Wat. 

     President de Gaulle began with praise for Prince Sihanouk’s policy of 

neutrality, which he hailed as the only way to save Indochina from becoming a 

battleground of rival global ideologies.    

     He then blamed American political and military intervention in South 

Vietnam for provoking what he called a war of national resistance.  France 

would support Cambodia in its efforts to avoid being drawn into this war on its 

frontiers, he said, with “its orgy of massacres and destruction”.  

     The threat to Cambodia was in fact already very real. American planes had 

recently bombed two Cambodian frontier villages “by accident”.  Many more 

air raids and ground incursions would follow. 

     Now, with the recent massive reinforcement of American forces in South 

Vietnam, de Gaulle argued that the conflict in Asia was causing alarm in both 

China and the Soviet Union: “Ultimately, it is more and more threatening to 

the peace of the world.” 

     De Gaulle recalled France’s own decision to halt its colonial war in Algeria – 

a “sterile struggle” – and he appealed to the United States to withdraw 

voluntarily from Vietnam, in a similar way, with no loss of power or prosperity. 

      “France considers that the battle ravaging Indochina is equally fruitless. 

While it is unlikely that the American war machine can be destroyed, there is 

no likelihood whatsoever of the peoples of Asia submitting to the rule of a 

foreigner who has come from the other side of the Pacific, whatever his 

intentions and however powerful his weapons.” 

      “In short, whatever the length of the conflict, France is convinced that there 

will be no military solution,” he declared. 
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     The United States authorities, political and military, were furious. They 

accused de Gaulle of being a Communist agent. They were enraged by his 

description of the fighting in Vietnam as a “war of national resistance”.  This 

was totally against their argument that American troops were in Asia to hold 

the line for the Free World against Soviet and Red Chinese aggression, the 

‘Domino Theory’. 

     The Soviet Union, China, North Vietnam and most of the developing world 

welcomed the French President’s speech.   

     De Gaulle himself was not surprised by the angry American reaction.  He 

said afterwards that he had felt obliged to issue his warning of the danger to 

world peace, but with no real hope of success. 

     Of the American response, he said:  “Short of provoking World War III – and 

that is not out of the question – they will, in the end, perhaps come to their 

senses and may even remember what I said at Phnom Penh.”  

     The US Administration of President Lyndon B. Johnson did not immediately 

“come to its senses”.  The Vietnam War lasted nine more years before North 

Vietnam’s victory in 1975. 

 

Footnotes 

1.  The conflict in South Vietnam soon spilled over into Cambodia, as the United States carried out 

massive bombing raids on North Vietnam’s supply lines to the Viet Cong.  

2.  Prince Sihanouk was ousted in a coup in 1970.  The extremist Khmer Rouge regime came to 

power in 1975 and carried out the ‘killing fields’ massacre of some two million Cambodians.  

Vietnam (Hanoi) invaded Cambodia in 1979 and destroyed the Khmer Rouge forces. 

3.  Prince Sihanouk, who had earlier served as King and then Prince, staged a final comeback as King 

of Cambodia from 1993 to 2004.  He died in Beijing in 2012. 
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The Allure of Angkor – a Bibliographical Footnote 

(CJW) 

 

The existence of the great twelfth-century Khmer temple at Angkor Wat in 

Cambodia first became widely known in Europe in the 1860s, as a result of 

French involvement in South East Asia, which had been growing since the late 

eighteenth century. The mid-nineteenth century saw significant political 

changes in the region. In 1862 the French annexed Cochin China and the 

following year Cambodia became a French Protectorate. In 1887 it was 

incorporated in French Indochina, only declaring its independence in 1953. 

The exotic splendour of Angkor captured the French imagination. In 1901 it 

was visited by the writer and French naval officer Pierre Loti (Louis Marie-

Julien Viaud) and formed the background of his 1912 novel Un pèlerin 

d’Angkor. 

     While the Club Library does not possess a copy of Henry Mouhot’s Voyage 

dans les royaumes de Siam, de Cambodge, de Laos (1863-64), which provided 

the first significant description of the site, it is fortunate enough to hold two 

other early works on Ankgor. The first, published in 1873, is Francis Garnier’s 

Voyage d'exploration en Indo-Chine effectué pendant les années 1866, 1867 et 

1868 (Shelf 210 - DS 524 G23, Shelf 134 (Atlas) - DS 524 G23). The drawings in 

this were made by another naval officer, Louis Delaporte. Delaporte went on in 

1880 to publish his own Voyage au Cambodge; l'architecture khmer (shelfmark 

DS 557 C25 D33), eventually establishing the Musée Indochinois in Paris, of 

which he was curator until his death in 1924. His drawings were accurate 

enough to be followed during the restoration of Khmer sites and are 

remarkably evocative. When you are next in the Club Library they are well 

worth a look. 

 

 

 

  

https://archive.org/details/voyagedanslesroy0000mouh/page/192/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/voyagedanslesroy0000mouh/page/192/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/voyagedexplorati01fran/page/n9/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/voyagedexplorati01fran/page/n9/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/voyagedexplorati01fran/page/n9/mode/2up


P a g e  | 85 

 

A Library Committee Publication 
 

 

 

Notices 

 

 

Members are asked to refrain from writing comments in Library books. Our 

Conservation Department is currently attempting to remove “It was the best of 

tomes; it was the worst of tomes” from Mr Dickens’s presentation copy of A 

Tale of Two Halves. 

 

Who left the lead pipe in the Library? 

 

Members are advised that the parting wish “Have a nice rest of the day” 

should not be regarded as English. 

 

 

The Phantom of Waterloo Place 

 

 

 

 


