
History 

 

1. The Flaws of Leaders 
 

1. Which Roman Emperor allegedly saw leadership potential in his horse? 

2. Who was whipped because knights listened to him complaining about a former friend? 

3. Pace ABBA, who did not surrender where? 

4. Which two American former Presidents died on the same day? 

5. Which Emperor was famously portrayed as victorious by Titian? 

6. The Suez Canal was described as going through whose Drawing Room? 

7. In the play, then film, Arsenic and Old Lace, which American President is reputedly digging 

locks for the Panama Canal in the cellar? 

8. Give the three years in which there were three English monarchs? 

9. Which English king turns up in Macbeth? 

10. Who is the latest English king to be brought onto the stage by Shakespeare? 

11. Under which ruler was the Second Reich launched in 1871? 

12. Which two British Prime Ministers lost three general elections in the twentieth century? 

13. Who wrote about a ‘modern Major General,’ and in what? 

14. Which French king failed on two crusades? 

15. Who conquered Delhi in the eighteenth century and took the Peacock Throne? 

16. Who invented a Doctors’ Plot against himself? 

17. Who claimed that history would vindicate them? 

18. Which leader ended apartheid and when? 

19. Which Australian Prime Minister went for a swim and never came back? 

20. Which painter of shadows was a killer? 

  



2. European Events in the Last Millennium 
 

1. What year was the First Crusade preached, and by whom? 

2. In what year did the Mongols invade Poland and Hungary? 

3. Who created the printing press in Germany in 1439 and where? 

4. Which year did Constantinople fall and to whom? 

5. Granada fell in 1492 to the armies of whom? 

6. Apart from Martin Luther, name the founders of two other Protestant movements in the 

sixteenth century. 

7. What happened at Trent? 

8. Who were victorious at the two sieges of Vienna? 

9. What year did Napoleon seize power? 

10. What was the Year of Revolutions? 

11. When did serfdom end in Russia? 

12. What were the two years in which Poland was partitioned out of existence? 

13. Who said of which former colleague that he was leading to ‘a river of blood’? 

14. What year did the Spanish Civil War end? 

15. Name three Soviet leaders after 1953. 

16. Who resigned after losing a referendum in 1969? 

17. How many years did the Berlin Wall last? 

18. Who decided not to join the European Economic Community in 1972-3? 

19. What year was the Soviet Union dissolved? 

20. Geographically, which is the largest European country? 

  



3. Early Roman History 
 

1. When was Rome allegedly founded? 

2. What was the name of the dynasty of kings of Rome? 

3. From where did these kings originally come? 

4. Conventional date when Roman republic founded? 

5. Major Italian opponents of Rome? 

6. Greek king who invaded? 

7. Name of key road from Rome to southern Italy? 

8. How many Punic wars were there? 

9. Names of two key battles in these wars 

10. Victor of the decisive battle at end of second war? 

11. Who conquered Gaul? 

12. Name four key generals involved in civil wars in the last century of the republic 

13-15. Why was crossing a river decisive for Caesar, which was the river, and where is it? 

16-17. What was the name of the day Caesar was assassinated, and what date is it? 

18-19. Who were the two famed founders of Rome? 

20-21. Which modern words draw on partisan Roman social distinctions? 

 

  



4. The Roman Empire 
 

1. Who was Claudius’ predecessor? 

2. What was the name of the dynasty founded by Vespasian? 

3. What was the Roman name for London? 

4. Where was the Roman capital for Gaul? 

5. What was the Roman name for Paris? 

6. What were the major sources of grain for Rome? 

7. Who were the great emperors born in Spain? 

8. How many legions were destroyed in the Teutoburger Wald? 

9. What capital did Constantine I found in 330? 

10. What two walls were built in Britain? 

11. Which river was the province of Dacia north of? 

12. Which God was head of the pantheon of Roman Gods? 

13. Who was Rome’s most famous historian? 

14. What was the Roman capital of northern Britain? 

15. What was the Roman road from modern London to modern Chester? 

16. Which religious cult was popular in the Roman army? 

17. Who wrote the Satyricon? 

18. Who wrote The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire? 

19. Who sacked Rome in 410? 

20. Who deposed the last Roman Emperor in 476? 

  



5. Italy after 500 CE/AD 1300 
 

1. Who wrote the Divine Comedy? 

2. Which painter was an important contributor to the frescoes of the church at Assisi? 

3. Which princely family ruled Mantua? 

4. Which Italian cities had overseas empires? 

5. Who wrote The Prince? 

6. Who was the key developer of Italian opera? 

7. Which Italian state sold Corsica? 

8. What year did Venice’s independence end? 

9. Who became King of Italy in 1805? 

10. Which Italian kingdom was Count Cavour first minister for? 

11. Who was the key ideologue of the Risorgimento? 

12. What was the shirt colour of Garibaldi’s men? 

13. What year did Italy enter World War One? 

14. How did Mussolini do most of the March on Rome? 

15. What did he famously drain? 

16-18.  What countries did Italy conquer in 1911-32, 1935-6 and 1939? 

19. Who was the last king of Italy? 

20. Novecento (1976) was the work of which famous Italian filmmaker? 

 

 

  



6. The Tudors  
 

1. Which was the leading area for wool production? 

2-3.  Who were the impersonators of Yorkist claimants to the throne? 

4. Which ministerial post did Wolsey hold? 

5. Which future monarch was born in 1533? 

6. What was Thomas More executed for? 

7. Who built a palace called Nonsuch? 

8. Who did Henry VIII marry on the day of the execution of Thomas Cromwell? 

9. What were dissolved in 1545-7? 

10. What did every parish church have to purchase a copy of in 1538? 

11. Who was declared monarch in 1553 by the Duke of Northumberland? 

12. Who married the Queen in 1554? 

13. Who was Hardwick Hall built for? 

14. William Cecil acquired which title? 

15-16. Which two years saw Northern Risings? 

17. Where was Mary, Queen of Scots beheaded? 

18. Who ran Elizabeth’s spy system? 

19. The Poor Law made the relief of poverty the responsibility of …? 

20. Where is the Comedy of Errors set? 

 

  



7. The Stuarts 
 

1. Which king of Scotland came to the English throne in 1603? 

2. What was the nickname for the 1614 Parliament? 

3. Which then current royal relative is the link in Hamlet? 

4. Who invades England at the end of King Lear? 

5. Where is Measure for Measure set? 

6. Which favourite of two kings was stabbed to death? 

7. Who made his name opposing Ship Money? 

8. What was the first major clash in the English Civil War? 

9. What was the key battle in the Second Civil War? 

10. Who gave his name to the Royal Society? 

11. What major post was held by Newton? 

12. How many Anglo-Dutch wars were there in the seventeenth century? 

13. What territory did England gain in the 1650s, but not retain for long? 

14. What territory did England gain in the 1660s, but not retain for long? 

15. Name three of the major chartered trading companies. 

16. Which European kings were close relations to Charles II? 

17. Who was son-in-law and nephew to whom? 

18. When was the union of the crowns? 

19. Which general won at Ramillies? 

20. Who was touched by Queen Anne? 

 

  



8. The Eighteenth Century 
 

1. Which slave colony rebelled in 1791? 

2. Which Emperor received Lord Macartney? 

3. In terms of number of combatants which was the biggest battle of the century and whom 

between? 

4. Which island gripped the imagination of intellectuals and voyeurs? 

5. Who was killed on Hawaii? 

6. Who was defeated by the Turks in 1711? 

7. Which power acquired Belgrade in 1739? 

8.-9. What was the first planet discovered since Antiquity and by whom? 

10. Which uncle and nephew developed probability theory? 

11. Which brothers used hot air to do what? 

12. What spread yellow fever? 

13. What did Harrison help measure? 

14. Which movement was organised in 1717?  

15. Who wrote The Social Contract? 

16. What was the major work of Montesquieu? 

17. Who tried to flee in 1791?  

18. Who wrote the Marseillaise? 

19. Which club was the Montagnards based in? 

20. Who sought to follow the shadow of Alexander the Great? 

  



9. The Nineteenth Century 
 

1. What form of labour widely replaced slavery? 

2. Which Latin American country is named after a liberator? 

3. Where was Custer killed? 

4. Whose head was on the first postage stamp? 

5. Where is Nabucco set? 

6. Who composed Norma? 

7. What year did the Indian Mutiny break out? 

8. What year was the Treaty of Nanjing? 

9. Which port-city was founded in 1819? 

10. Where did Perry go in 1853? 

11. When did an Anglo-French force enter Beijing? 

12. What major book was published in 1859? 

13. Which states were in the Dreikaiserbund? 

14. Who was shot after losing an empire? 

15. Where was the loss of an empire bloodless? 

16. Who beat the British at New Orleans and went on to be President? 

17. Which was the first Civil War general to become President? 

18. Who first tried to create the Panama Canal? 

19. Which opera was performed to mark a canal opening? 

20. Who took forward scientific plant breeding? 

 

  



10. The Twentieth Century 
 

1. Who gave a public demonstration of television in 1926? 

2. Who wrote Silent Spring? 

3. When was the Kyoto Protocol signed? 

4. Between 1970 and 1995 about what percentage of the world’s natural forests were lost 

to deforestation? Supply the number to within 2. 

5. When in World War Two did the Soviet Union attack Japan?  

6. What was the world population in 1960? 

7-8. Who was the leader of the Muslim League and which country did he help found? 

9. What was the would-be Ibo State? 

10. What was the world population in 1999? 

11. Apart from Dublin, where was there a major rising in 1916? 

12. When did the Soviets invade Afghanistan? 

13. Which President was hit by the savings and loans debacle? 

14. What year was black majority rule established in Zimbabwe? 

15-16. Which year did Mao Zedong die and which other longstanding national leader died the 

previous year? 

17. Where did Japan invade in 1931? 

18. Before Clinton who was the previous Democrat to manage two full terms? 

19. Before Reagan who was the previous Republican to manage two full terms? 

20. Where were there significant anti-Communist demonstrations in 1953? 

 

  



Geography 

 

1. Physical Side 
 
1. What is geomorphology? 

2. What is a jet stream? 

3. What is an oxbow lake? 

4. What is a terminal moraine? 

5. What is the principal factor affecting slope profiles? 

6. What is a spring line? 

7-9. What are the three main classifications of rock? 

10-11. What are the two forms of river mouth? 

12-15. Which geological ages refer to Wales? 

16. Which geological age takes its name from a Russian city. 

17-19. Which geological ages are particularly associated with the dinosaurs? 

20. What is the name for a feature left by a linear extrusion of igneous rock? 

 

  



2. Seas 
 
1. Which sea is Murmansk on? 

2. Which sea separates Sweden from Poland? 

3. Is there a Green Sea? 

4. Which sea is named after a Dutch explorer? 

5. And a British one? 

6. Which sea separates Bulgarian from Georgia? 

7. Japan from China? 

8. Malaysia from the Philippines? 

9. Croatia from Italy? 

10. India from Oman? 

11. Libya from Italy? 

12. Cuba from Colombia? 

13. Which sea is to the east of Russia? 

14. Which sea is to the west of Italy? 

15. Which sea gives its name to a 1944 Pacific naval battle. 

16. And a 1942 one? 

17. Which Bay is to the east of India? 

18. and which ocean to the south of Australia? 

19. Which is the largest ocean in the world? 

20. Which sea is to the west of England? 

  



3. Inland Waters 

Note: some inland waters are called seas not lakes. 

 

1-2. Which are the lakes to the east of Israel? 

3. Which is the largest lake in Asia? 

4. Which lake in Central Asia has been rapidly shrinking. 

5. And which in Central Africa? 

6. Name the biggest African lake. 

7. Name the longest African lake? 

8-9. What is the third largest lake in Africa, and what did it used to be called? 

10-14. Name the American Great Lakes. 

15. Which is the only one that is not partly in Canada? 

16. Which is the largest freshwater lake in the world? 

17. What lake is shared by France and Switzerland? 

18. And by Germany and Switzerland. 

19-20. Which are two of the leading four Italian Alpine lakes? 

  



4. Rivers  
 
1-2. What are the two major rivers that empty into the Bay of Bengal? 

3. Which is the major river in Myanmar? 

4-5. Which are the two major rivers in China? 

6. Which is the major river in Pakistan? 

7. Which river is Buenos Aires on the estuary of? 

8-9. Which capital city is near the junction of the Blue and White Niles? 

10. Which lakes do the White Nile leave? 

11. Which is the major dam on the Nile? 

12. Which explorer died on the River Niger? 

13. Which is the longest river in the world? 

14. Which is the largest river by discharge in the world? 

15. What country contains the headwaters of the answer to number 14? 

16. And which country does it have most of its course in? 

17. Which country does the Euphrates River rise in? 

18. Apart from the Euphrates, what other river makes up the drainage basin of Iraq? 

19. What river flows into the Caspian Sea? 

20. Name three rivers flowing into the Black Sea. 

  



5. Mountains  
 
1. Which mountain attracted the Greek Gods 

2. Which mountain is the highest in Africa? 

3. Which mountain is the highest in South America? 

4. Which mountain is the totemic Japanese mountain? 

5. And the mountain at Cape Town 

6. Which mountain is visible from Seattle on a clear day? 

7. Which is the second highest mountain the world? 

8. Which is the highest mountain region in Australia 

9. What range is it part of? 

10 And which is Australia’s highest mountain? 

11. Which state is it in? 

12. And what height is it? 

13. What is the highest mountain in Britain? 

14. What is the mountain range between the Black and Caspian Seas 

15. and the range in northeast Afghanistan? 

16-17. What ranges did Hannibal cross in the 2nd Punic War? 

18. What range contains San Marino? 

19. What range is named after the holder-up of the sky? 

20. What are the mountains in South-East Turkey? 

  



6. Capitals  
 
What are the capitals of: 

1. Albania 

2. Angola 

3. Armenia 

4. Azerbaijan 

5. Bahrain 

6. Belarus 

7. Bolivia 

8. Piedmont 

9. Cambodia 

10. Djibouti 

11. The Abbasid Caliphate 

12. Wessex 

13 Mercia 

14. Italian Social Republic 1943-5 

15. Italy 1865-71 

16. Berlin 

17. What is Conakry capital of? 

18. And Georgetown 

19. And Bridgetown 

20. And Gaborone 

 

   



7. Neighbours 
 
1-5. Name five countries that border China. 

6-10. Name five countries that border France. 

11-13. What three countries have land borders with Indonesia? 

14-16. And name three with sea borders with it. 

17. Which is the longest border in the world with minimal defences? 

18. The creation of which country in 1836 added a new neighbour for the USA? 

19. Denmark has a land border with…. 

20. Which country still claims territory seized by the Soviet Union in 1945? 

 

  



8. American 
 
1. Which city is on the confluence of the Missouri and the Mississippi? 

2. What was the 1803 purchase of much of the country named after? 

3. What is the most southerly major city in California? 

4-5. Which two other states meet with Colorado and New Mexico? 

6. Where was the capital of West Florida? 

7. Which states are crossed by the River Cumberland? 

8. Which are the two states split between North and South? 

9. Where on Lake Superior is the shipping point for iron ore? 

10. Which is the most easterly American state? 

11. And the most westerly? 

12. What is the capital of Texas? 

14. What is the capital of Arkansas? 

15. What is the capital of Pennsylvania? 

16. What road follows the Appalachian crest? 

17. And which ends in Santa Monica? 

18. And which is the major East Coast highway? 

19. Which is the major city in Washington State? 

20. And in Oregon? 

  



9. Australia/New Zealand/Pacific 
 
1. Which was the first of the European countries to have explorers reach Australia? 

2. Second? 

3. Third? 

4. Who is Sydney named after? 

5. Who is Adelaide named after? 

6. What relation was the answer to 5 to the person Victoria was named after? 

7. What English county gave its name to an island north of New Zealand? 

8. What was believed to be in the centre of Australia? 

9. What is the major settlement on Tasmania’s north coast? 

10. What is the major island south of Adelaide? 

11. Which New Zealand city was hit hard by an earthquake? 

12. Where is Murdoch University? 

13. Where is Massey University? 

14. Where is Flinders University? 

15-16. What are France’s two main colonial possessions in the Pacific? 

17. What is now the New Hebrides? 

18. Which Pacific island contains the most people of Indian descent? 

19. What island is Honolulu on? 

20. Where did the Bounty mutineers end up? 

  



10. European 
 
1. Which European country exports the most food by value? 

2. Where does the European Parliament meet? 

3. Which European states have territories in the Caribbean? 

4. What is the capital of Slovakia? 

5. What is Italy’s leading car maker? 

6. What is Ukraine’s leading sea port? 

7. What is the political structure of Switzerland? 

8. What was the rival to the EEC? 

9. Which people live at the western end of the Pyrenees? 

10. Name the second largest of the Balearic Islands. 

11. What islands are north of Sicily? 

12. What is the peninsula east of Venice? 

13. What is the name of the coastal part of Croatia? 

14. Which power ruled Malta in the nineteenth century? 

15. Which European power retains colonies in North Africa? 

16. Which river is joined by the Rhine-Main canal near Regensburg? 

17. What is the major river in northern Italy? 

18. Where other than in Spain is Galicia? 

19. What is Russia’s Baltic enclave? 

20. Which country is between Switzerland and Austria?  

  



Literature  

 

1. Beginnings 
 
1. Who wrote a history of the English people? 

2. Which Anglo-Saxon leader went to his death in an epic battle? 

3. Who did Sir Gawain meet? 

4. Which wife wanted to go to Canterbury? 

5. Whose wife was fond of students? 

6. What language was The Canterbury Tales written in? 

7. What profession did Piers have? 

8. Who translated the Bible first? 

9. Which poet lost his head in the 1550s? 

10. Who was the author of Utopia? 

11. Who produced a Book of Martyrs? 

12. Which poet did not survive the Dutch Revolt? 

13. Who wrote The Spanish Tragedy? 

14. When was there a wave of revenge plays? 

15. Who wrote a play about The St Bartholomew’s Day Massacre? 

16. In which play did Helen of Troy appear? 

17. Which ruler is caged by Marlow? 

18. Which king is murdered in a Marlowe play of that name? 

19. White -? Play by John Webster 

20. who was cruelly strangled in a Webster play? 

  

  



2.  
 
1. What consists of three quatrains and a couplet? 

2. Which Noel Coward play was written in six days? 

3. Which Austen story did Mrs Elton appear in? 

4. What was the first of Trollope’s political Palliser novels? 

5. Who wrote ‘Cargoes’? 

6. Who was the first NeoGothic novelist? 

7. And what was the novel? 

8-9. Where did two gentlemen come from and go to? 

10. Who did Prospero make his servant? 

11. In which play is there a drowning in a butt of malmsey wine? 

12. Who was drowned? 

13. Which relative had him drowned? 

14. Whose was the authorised version of the Bible? 

15. In which Shakespeare play is the king’s daughter seized by pirates? 

16. Which plays were not as difficult to follow as their name might suggest? 

17. Who was Hamlet’s uncle? 

18. Where is most of Othello set? 

19. ‘He shall flourish.’ Who does Thomas Cranmer predict this for in Henry VIII?  

20. ‘Icicles hang by the wall’ in which play? 

  



3.  
 
1. Name two of the first theatres in London. 

2. Who rewrote Antony and Cleopatra as All For Love? 

3. Who gave King Lear a happy ending? 

4. Whose cruel mistress gave him problems? 

5. Who made progress for a pilgrim? 

6. Who was ‘eyeless in Gaza’? 

7. Who wrote the line? 

8. Who lost Paradise? 

9. What was the only newspaper allowed in the 1660s?  

10. Who edited the Spectator? 

11. Who wrote The Critic? 

12. Who wrote Joseph Andrews? 

13-17. Name five works by Daniel Defoe. 

18. Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure (1749) is otherwise known as what? 

19. Who was interested in the life and opinions of Tristram Shandy? 

20. Who published Blackstone, Gibbon, Hume, Johnson and Adam Smith? 

  



4.  
 
1. Jonathan Swift observed in what 1726 book that ‘writers of travels, like dictionary-makers, 

are sunk into oblivion by the weight and bulk of those who come last.’ 

2. Who wrote the Lives of the Poets (1779-81)? 

3. And the Dictionary of the English Language (1755) 

4. What compendium of knowledge first appeared in 1768-71? 

5. Tintern Abbey attracted which poet? 

6. Who wrote of crossing the Alps in The Mysteries of Udolpho? 

7. ’Tis Liberty that crowns Britannia’s Isle.’ Who suggested that in Letter from Italy (1701)? 

8. Dunces were castigated in which work of 1728 

9. And who was it by? 

10-11. Which politician was satirised by whom in The Beggar’s Opera? 

12-13. Who was interested in a Yorkshire cleric and in which novel? 

14. Cato’s public virtue inspired whom? 

15. Who organised the 1769 Shakespeare Jubilee? 

16. Who invented the poet Thomas Rowley and which period did he allegedly write in? 

17. Who produced commentaries on the Laws of England? 

18. The marooning of whom inspired Robinson Crusoe? 

19. And whom was inspired? 

20. The Wrongs of Woman: or Maria (1798) came from the pen of who? 

 

  



5.  
 
1.  

 

  



5.  
 

1. Who called Austen ‘England’s Jane’? 

2. Who was read Pride and Prejudice when ill during World War Two? 

3. On the British £10 note issued from 1993 to 2017, which author is shown? 

4. And which scene from their work? 

5. Who replaced them in 2017? 

6. Which Austen novel was the first to be published? 

7. And the second? 

8. Which was Samuel Richardson’s first novel? 

9. And how did the title continue? 

10. Who wrote a skit on Pamela? 

11. What was the first title of Pride and Prejudice? 

12. In which Austen novel do the Dashwoods appear>? 

13. In which is part of the action at Netherfield? 

14. What novel presents Catherine Morland? 

15. And which Henry Tilney? 

16. And Fanny Price? 

17. Who wrote Evelina? 

18. Who marries Colonel Brandon? 

19. Which novel sees Colonel Fitzwilliam? 

20. And what relation is he to the central male character? 

  



6.  
 
1-2. ‘The problems of industrial life, particularly labour disputes and worker misery,’ is a 

description of which two mid-Victorian novels? 

3. Who was Mary Anne Evans? 

4. ‘Urban poverty and the harsh binds of heredity’ is a description of which 1880 novel? 

5. And by whom? And ‘exclusion from education as a result of class’ 

6. And by whom? 

7. Who wrote Westward Ho! (1855) and Hereward the Wake (1866)? 

8. Who succeeded William Wordsworth as Poet Laureate? 

9. Who wrote The Magistrate (1885)? 

10. Which work by Oscar Wilde was refused a licence in 1892 and first performed in Paris in 

1896? 

11-14. Name four other Wilde plays 

15-17. Name three plays by George Bernard Shaw that were performed only privately as they were 

thought unlikely to obtain a licence? 

18. Sleepwalking plays a major role in which famous Victorian novel? 

19-20. ‘Sexual hypocrisy, not least linked to the seduction of women’ was a theme in two novels of 

1859 and 1873. Which? 

 

  



7.  
 

1. Who wrote The Way We Live Now? 

2. Who meets the Artful Dodger? 

3. Who is the detective in Bleak House? 

4. Who finds ‘tiers of shipping’ down the Thames? 

5. How does Quilp die? 

6. And in which novel? 

7. Who prevents Martha Endell from throwing herself into the Thames? 

8. In which novel do people scavenge for suicides in the Thames? 

9. What was Dickens’ most successful periodical? 

10. Who wrote London Labour and the London Poor? 

11. In which Dickens novel does Bumble appear? 

12. and Betsey Trotwood? 

13. and Compeyson? 

14. and Carker? 

15. and Betty Higden? 

16. Which Dickens novel is set in the Gordon Riots? 

17. In which novel does Sir Mulberry Hawk appear? 

18. and from whom does he refuse to accept a challenge to a duel? 

19. Where is most of Edwin Drood set? 

20. and which city is it? 

  



8.  
 

1. The Voyage Out was the first novel by whom? 

2. What is a ‘stream of consciousness’? 

3. What does avant-garde mean? 

4. Who was the evil centre of the novels of Sax Rohmer? 

5. And what was the real name of the latter? 

6. Who wrote Limehouse Nights, and during which war? 

7. Who was the pseudonymous author of Bulldog Drummond? 

8. Who was the real author? 

9. And who was the story about? 

10. What was completed with 400,000 entries in 1928? 

11. What was not publicly performed until 1925? 

12. What was the basis for My Fair Lady? 

13. What had to be altered to be published in Britain in 1921? 

14. And what to be published in 1932? 

15. Which 1922 novel was banned until 1936? 

16 Define Modernism 

17. How many Quartets were there in the most famous twentieth-century version? 

18. ‘The blue went out of the sea and it rolled in waves of pure lemon.’ Who wrote that? 

19. ‘Free verse was used to throw together very different voices and fractured ideas’ describes 

which poem? 

20. Name two poets who influenced that poem, one as inspiration and one directly. 

  



9.  
 

1. Who took the Blue Train? 

2. Who sent Biggles on his adventures? 

3. And which one-time spy wrote of Lakeland children? 

4. Which Fascist liked otters? 

5. Who had the inspector call? 

6. ‘Set in the twenty-sixth century, this used a vision of the future to criticise powerful 

intellectual trends in the present. People are engineered biologically to make them fit for 

their tasks.’ Which novel is being described? 

7. Who argued that his plays gave the workers a sense of the immorality of the system and 

thus would ‘produce violent and sanguinary revolutions’? 

8. ‘There is not only paternal pressure and the harshness of religious conviction, but also the 

divisiveness of wealth and poverty in the potteries.’ Which novel? 

9. Which writer? 

10. Which winner of a Noble Prize wrote a play about solitary confinement? 

11. which winner of a Noble Prize was Just So? 

12. Which manipulator of a dangerous crocodile received the Order of Merit? 

13. Who claimed to distinguish the false ‘realism’ of surface description from life as a ‘luminous 

halo’? 

14. Who wrote the poems for Façade? 

15. ‘A novel about sensibility and a searching investigation of the psychological tensions of 

Empire’ describes which work? 

16. Who was the dragon in the Hobbit? 

17. What was the land of Sauron? 

18. And whom his flying henchmen? 

19. Who portrayed unpleasantness at the club? 

20. Who was a demon driver near the willows? 

  



10.  
 

1-2. Name two stories by A.A. Milne. 

3. Which old Etonian pretended to be at his wit’s end in Paris? 

4. Who wrote of romance while unemployed? 

5-6. ‘A play that subverted theatrical conventions, not least by playing on the audience’s sense of 

certainty’ describes which 1968 play by whom? 

7. Who claimed that it only took her a minute to write a sentence; her novels certainly read like 

that with their pathetic use of adjectives and adverts. 

8. Which novel about homosexuality, written in 1913-14, was not published until 1971?  

9. Who was the writer? 

10-11. Who had which character go on a visit to a calorie-producing factory. 

12. And whom was linked with a giant peach? 

13. Which was the most famous school in the literature of the 2000s? 

14. Which son of the Browns got into trouble? 

15. Who was colourfully hungry in a series of stories? 

16-18. Who did the March sisters marry? 

19. Anne of Green Gables 

20. Name the author of Five Children and It. 

21. Bonus: Name the four children in The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe 


